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Dear readers,

Lots to do again in Minsterworth in September. Find out about a history of our local, usually
secretive, GCHQ on p3. The very first of the exciting new Crafternoons p7, shame you’ll miss
it if you’re working! P10 brings the much anticipated & ever-popular Pop-up Farmers Market
to Minsterworth - on a Saturday so everyone can come.

Speaking of popular, many people braved the rain to share Liz Duff’s 90" birthday celebrations
on p12. Find out about Nigel Clack’s ideas of how to live in a Quantum World p13. Oh & Sherry
isn’t all ‘Harveys Bristol Cream’, do come along to Simon’s Sherry tasting on Friday 27t
October p16, find out about the diversity of Sherry and be converted. Make sure your car’s
secure, also on p16.

There are LOTS of large Severn Bores in September, see p18 and come to see a moonlight one
preceded by a BBQ p19.

P25 sees the conclusion of Julian Oxley’s childhood in Newnham and a plane crashed into a
house, not a road in 1963 on p26.

Paula

All items for consideration to: -
Paula Ruffley, Editor The Villager E-mail:
Tel: 07905 694612 thevillagerminsterworth@gmail.com

Deadline is ALWAYS 10th of the month before the magazine is published, so for
October it’s Sunday 10th September.

Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items
nor the content of advertisements.

KERBSIDE RECYCLING September 2023
GREEN & BROWN bin & caddy BLUE bin & caddy

(landfill) (garden) (recycling)
Tuesday 12 Tuesday 5
Tuesday 26 Tuesday 19

Please put your recycling bin & caddy out

the night before, where possible. Small electrical items now
collected alongside your blue bin in a standard carrier bag (not a bag
for life) and please don't tie it up.



A HISTORY OF GCHQ

An illustrated talk by David Abrutat
GCHQ Historical Section

Friday 8™ September 2023

6-30pm at Minsterworth Village Hall

We all know about GCHQ), that funny dome shaped building on the edge of Cheltenham that
no-one is supposed to talk about! This is an ideal opportunity to find out a bit more about the
work that goes on within the building to keep us safe. Dr David Abrutat is the Departmental
Historian at GCHQ, and so is an ideal person to deliver this talk.
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The doors and bar will open at 6-30pm so please join us for a short social, with the talk
starting at 7-00pm.
We hope that you can join us for what will undoubtedly be an interesting evening!

Tickets (£5-00) are available on the Village Hall website (preferred option please), or from
rogerblowey(@hotmail.co.uk , 07768 451071

RIDDLE Garclening tip

| can be written,

| can be spoken If your wisteria refuses to flower you should cut it back

| can be exposed, to six buds in the Autumn then in March prune back to
| can be broken. 2 buds on new wood. Then feed it and give it a good
What am 17 ,
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Contentment is knowing you're right. Happiness is knowing
someone else is wrong. - Bill Bailey

I have written the only diet book that I believe needs to exist, and
here it is: CHAPTER ONE: Eat a bit less. CHAPTER TWO: Move about a
bit more. THE END. - Miranda Hart

There's no panic like the panic you momentarily feel when your hand or
head is stuck in something. - Peter Kay

A spa hotel? It's like a normal hotel, only in reception there's a picture
of a pebble. - Rhod Gilbert

Comic Sans, Helvetica and Times New Roman walk info a pub. The
landlord yells, "Get out! We don't serve your type in here!” - Bill Bailey

HOLDER & SONS LTD
GLOUCESTER 01452 521 805

MINSTERWORTH GARAGE
MAIN ROAD GL2 8JG

SOLID FUEL

FIREWOOD & LOGS
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
ROAD HAULAGE & DISTRIBUTION
HAULAGE CONTRACTORS
LOGISTICS
LOCAL & NATIONAL SERVICE
24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE

TRANSPORT@MBHOLDER.CO.UK




Cross hatching on the A48 adjacent to the exits from Elver Close

and Hectors Farm Development

Roger Blowey

Many of you will have seen the cross hatched area recently installed on the A48 outside Elver

Close.

When the Parish Council asked
exactly what the road markings
were supposed to achieve the
response we received from
Highways was inconclusive. All of
this is especially frustrating in view
of the recent west bound accident
west of Elver Close and close to
the entrance of Hygrove Lane’.
The Parish Council continues to
push for improvements and
agrees that significant progress at
both ends of our Village is slow.

* When the two developments
-~ were being planned a few years

ago the adjacent landowners
offered Highways land free of
charge so that the A48 could be

widened and central islands and safe crossing places installed. The offer was declined.

We continue to push for the 50mph red roundels that were promised if we installed the village
entry gates, and for the ‘speed camera’ warning signs if we installed our own speed camera.
Residents will have hopefully noted the ‘planters’ now positioned at the west end Village gates
in the hope that it will advise drivers that they are about to enter a residential area.

A man takes his sick Chihuahua to the vet. Thcy’rc immcdiatcly taken to
a back room. Soon, a Labrador walks in, sniffs the Chihuahua for 10
minutes and leaves. Then a cat comes in, stares at the Chihuahua for 10

minutes and leaves. Fina"y, the vet comes in, Prcscribcs some medicine

and hands the man a £250 bill.

“This must be a mistake,” the man says. “I've been here only 20 minutes!”
“No mistake,” the vet says. “It’s £100 for the lab test, £100 for the cat

scan and £50 for the medicine.”
borodpanda.com



The Harvey Centre Calendar — September 2023

MON

Tan House Choir
Weekly from 7:00 to 9:00pm
Telephone 01452 750128 to join or find out more.....

TUES

Memory Café: every 4th week on a Tuesday 11:00am — 1:30pm. No Charge
Next Café Tuesday 12'" September

Safe space for dementia patients, their partners, families or carers to enjoy coffee,
crafts and lunch.
For further info call 01452 750128

NEW - Crafternoons
Tuesday 26" September - Decoupage - £15.00 per person

Spaces Limited - To book contact roger.ingham@btinternet.com

Community Café @ The Harvey Centre

The drop-in community café will re-open from 10:30 am to 12-30pm from
Wednesday 6" September - Lifts can be arranged if you are unable to make it under
your on steam

Main Hall: Strength, Balance and Mobility Class
Weekly from 10:00 to 11:00am

Telephone 01452 234005 or email info@farrphysio.co.uk
Leave telephone number / email address and a member of the team will then contact
you to arrange.

Book/DVD/ Audio Books exchange available 11:15am to 12:30pm

THUR

FRI

Art for Wellbeing
Weekly from 10:00 to 12:30pm - From Friday 8t September

£20 for a 4 week block (£5.00 per session)
Please pop along or Telephone 07525 330364 to book a place

Book/DVD/ Audio Books exchange available 10:00am to 12:30pm







ASH DIEBACK REPLANTING SCHEME 2023

Roger Blowey

Gloucestershire County Council are again offering small whip trees free of charge
to residents of Minsterworth. The trees will be available during the period
November 2023 to March 2024 BUT we have to place our order BY EARLY
SEPTEMBER 2023.

The tree types available have not been specified, so | presume they are the same
as last year, namely hazel, hawthorn, beech, oak, cherry and field maple.

Please let me know how many trees you would like by sending an email to
rogerblowey@hotmail.co.uk by 10" September 2023. Later in the year you may
need to supply very brief details of where the trees have been planted, e.g.
garden hedgerow etc, so when we get to that stage please take a picture where
the trees are planted and send it to me.

Minsterworth 200 Club

The result of the August draw was as follows:-
£50 No. 158 Keith Edwards

£20 No. 167 Jennifer Scrivener

£10 No. 068 Bill Mogg

At the end of the 200 Club year there were vacancies to be filled, which have now been taken.
Thank you to all who have renewed their subscription or have now joined the 200 Club. A
special thanks to Mary Cooper, Jo Lee, Ann Mogg, Bev Robinson, and Liz Savage for collecting
the subscriptions. A full membership for 200 Club year has meant that a cheque for £1,200
has been handed over for church funds.

Whist Drive

Thank you to all who helped and attended the August whist drive. This time there were
enough attendees to make up 7.5 tables. The result was £84 for church funds.

The next whist drive is on Monday 4th September, 7.30pm at Minsterworth Village Hall. You
are most welcome to come and try your hand.

Church service times and flower rota

3'd September 1lam The 11 o’clock Beverley Robinson
10 September 9.30am Holy Communion Beverley Robinson
17t September S5pm Evening Worship Gill Payne
24" September 10am Holy Communion Gill Payne

8



Minsterworth & District
Royal British Legion

As | reported in last month’s Villager, we reluctantly postponed our annual day trip this
year due to the lack of support. We sincerely hope that we will be able to arrange a trip
next year.

You are all very welcome to attend our next meeting which will be held at 7pm in the
Legion Room in the Village Hall on Wednesday October 11*". Come along and suggest
some venues for our day trip next year.

MILITARY HISTORY
oth 1943 - Invasion of Italian Mainland
13th 1759 - Capture of Quebec
15t 1976 - WREN officer training moves to Dartmouth
29t 1758 - Admiral Nelson born

Terry Bourne — President
Minsterworth & District RBL
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HATHERLEY MANOR §
HOTEL & SPA

-

WEDDINGS AT HATHERLEY MANOR

From the moment you arrive at Hatherley Manor Hotel & Spa, you will recognise that it is
a very special wedding venue with an individual style and character of its own.

HATHERLEYMANOR.COM | WEDDINGS@HATHERLEYMANOR.COM | 01452730217



MINSTERWORTH VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2023
NAM-1PM

£8 PER BOOT OR TABLE
SELLERS WELCOME FROM 10AM

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE
TEXT 07546497203 OR EMAIL
popup.farmersmarket2023 @gmail.com
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DONATIONS PLEASE FOR VILLAGE TABLE
ON SATURDAY 9™ SEPTEMBER

There will another ‘residents table’ at the car boot/farmers market on Saturday
9th September, where villagers can donate goods for sale p10. As with the June
car boot sale, the income will be split jointly between the Church, the Village hall
and the Harvey centre.

If you have any small items you can donate, please bring them along to the
village hall from 10—00am on Saturday 9" September, or if you can’t make it on
that day, contact me in advance on 07768 451071 or
rogerblowey@hotmail.co.uk and we can arrange storage and/or collection.

It was a lovely social event in June, so please pop around for a short while to
have a browse at what’s on offer at the stalls, and/or a coffee and chat on the
patio.

07976896255

adamshayletreeservices(@outlook.com

adamshayletreeservices.co.uk
ﬁ Fully Insured & Qualified r@
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Liz Duffs 9oth birthclay celebrations
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Liz was an English teacher before she

retired and has a |ove omc Poetrg.
Here we show an extract from
‘Fach Moment is Precious’ bg Pat A

F‘leming.

‘Don't let your mind wander

Towhat's coming next.
Cherish this moment
And give it your best.

Teaching days at Newent

Live in the moment,

Just take it all in.

Pay attention to evergthing,
Right there and right then.

Don't let tomorrow
Make you rush through toclag,
Or too many great moments

Wi”just g0 to waste.

And the person you're with,
In that moment you share,
Give them all your Focus;

Be tota”g there.

Laugh till it hurts,
Let the tears drop.
Fill up each moment

with all that 3ou’ve got.’
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A chorus of Happy Birthday 12



Living in the Quantum World
Nigel Clack

Hi, for more than 10 years | have been learning how to get healthier and a lot of the knowledge
has ended up not coming from the conventional “eat less, exercise more” approach. So, |
decided quite a few years ago that | wanted to help others with this extra knowledge and start
up a business as a health coach. I’'m now able to do that and would like to share some of the
information for you to use or investigate further. I’'m going to be writing a series of Villager
articles that will vary between facts and myth busting, or a focus on one topic.

My approach is often based on the latest science — Applied Quantum Biology. That may sound
a bit deep for a Villager article but essentially, it’s about particles like electrons and protons
that control how our biology reacts to our environment, like light, food, water, technology,
stress, movement, everything... | am also a qualified Personal Trainer, who specialises in
natural movement and Applied Neurology (via Z-Health) which | will elaborate on at another
time.

Did You Know ...

The benefits of sunlight and circadian rhythms

e The eyes have receptors for UV light (OPN5), which allows blood cells to be affected by
the UV and helps the blood to flow better and therefore reducing blood pressure (amongst
other things).

o Sunglasses were mass produced from 1929 and initially not with UV blocking
properties. In recent decades sunglasses, spectacles and windows have all been
produced with UV blocking properties which affect this natural process. We have
evolved without them for a lot longer. Cats and dogs don’t wear them......usually!

o Blocking the UV light in the eyes would also cause a mismatch in light signalling
between our skin (which also has some receptors) and eyes, therefore, the brain
doesn’t know the strength of the sun and will not provide enough melanin to help
tan and protect us to a degree.

e When the sun shines on us it uses the cholesterol in our skin to start the process of making
Vitamin D (which was later discovered to be a hormone — Secosteroid Hormone D)
o This would naturally help to balance your cholesterol levels to an extent.
o The sun also hydrates you at a cellular level.

e Circadian rhythms are a sleep-wake pattern influenced by light and dark, as well as food
timing. The brain receives signals based on the environment and activates certain
hormones, alters body temperature, and regulates metabolism to keep you alert or draw
you to sleep.

Continued on p14
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Continued from p13

@)

It’s the blue part of the sun’s spectrum that controls our body clock, it changes
throughout the day. The sun of course also has lots of other colours that change
too, including the invisible; UVA, UVB and IR (Infra-Red) which has an anti-
inflammatory effect.

Modern artificial lighting like fluorescents, LEDs and screens are higher in the blue
range and fool our bodies into thinking it’s around noon all day. This can affect
many natural processes including reducing the amount of circulating melatonin,
which as well as helping us sleep is a major anti-inflammatory hormone and helps
to prevent cancers and most other conditions.

It is worth considering using blue light blocking glasses, or software on your
devices at night like IRIS for computers, or changing your phones settings to be
more orangey or red. You can search online for these settings or get in touch with
me, and | can recommend some that | use.

e Over 50% of sunlight is red and infra-red (42%) which have many benefits to us, that is
why having access to the full spectrum of sunlight on a regular basis is important.

@)

This has led to a lot of research into these wavelengths, initially with lasers and
more recently with Red & IR LEDs, which you might know as infra-red therapy or
treatment. In fact there are over 7,000 studies looking into how this new
technology can be used, called Photo Bio Modulation.

Benefits from using infra-red healing lights have been found in pain mitigation,
bone growth, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and many more areas.

| try and take a balanced view of everything, technology can be beneficial as well
as harmful, so I'm not anti tech, but it is a therapy and is usually only needed
because we haven’t lived in an ideal environment.

In future articles I'll be sharing some hints and tips on things you can do to help reduce the
impact of modern life and create a new blueprint for health. | aim to supplement this article
with a local talk to take these subjects deeper and wider.

If you’d like to get in touch to find out more or would like links to research that supports
some of the information in this or future articles, then please get in touch.

Cheers, Nigel Clack

nigel@humanblueprint.co.uk HUMAN

07590 537392

Blueprint

14
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VETERINARY GROUP

Our highly qualified team offer veterinary and nursing
care 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for all companion
animals including exotics
Long established farm animal service offering expert
and professional service.

Fantastic facilities, Dental suite and onsite Laboratory

Contact us to discover more about our Pet Health Plan
and Puppy Parties

Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 8amto 7pm
Saturday 9am to 1pm
Emergency Out of Hours 24/7

Contact Us

Tel: 01452 543990
woodvets.co.uk

24/7 Animal Hospital
125 Bristol Road
Quedgeley
Gloucester

GL2 4NB

Branch Practice

83 Windermere Road
Longlevens
Gloucester

GL2 0LZ
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A Night with Sherry

By Simon Ruffley

Friday, 27th October 2023 at 7:00pm
in

Minsterworth Village Hall

Are you a secret sherry drinker? Why keep it a secret? — in my opinion it is the
most under-rated and value for money wine you can buy. A drink for all tastes,
with and without food, why not come along to find out more...

Tickets (purchase in advance) cost £15 each

To book go to www.minsterworthvillagehall.org/events-coming-soon or
alternatively contact Simon Ruffley on 07847 560629.

Bring some spare cash too as there will be a raffle for a bottle of sherry

Suspicious incident with cars in Churcham

Gloucestershire.police.uk
Roger Blowey

;Cg YOUR Community @ Gloucestershire
QP ALERTS St Constabulary
Urgency: [3][21[ 1

m Suspicious circumstances

COMMUNITY SAFETY

There was a suspicious incident in Churcham on 17/08/23 where several insecure vehicles

were entered and an untidy search was conducted, however, nothing was taken from the
vehicles.

Please can | ask that you all remain vigilant and lock your vehicles when you are leaving
them unattended. Please report any similar incidents should they occur.

Reports can be made via the on-line reporting form on Gloucestershire Constabulary
website or by calling 101.

Tracy Garcia-Cote PCSO NHP Coleford
16



AJM Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd

With over 30 years' experience and Fully Insured

Call ALEC
Mobile 07904-377667

Call Sue

Office 01452-830649
(Weekdays 9am - 2pm)

e mail office@ajmpandh.co.uk

* Bathroom Installations * Heating Installations
* Kitchenlnstallations * Hot Water Cylinders
* Boiler Servicing * LGSR's

* Gas, Oil, LPG and Solar * Power Flushing

* General Plumbing * Small Building Work

Gas Safe Registered 213177 Oftec Registered C5320

A Horse Walks into a Bar... He aPProaches the bartender and says, "
there is a triangle with three sides labelled X, U and z, and x and z are
Perpendicular to each other, which side is the hgpotenuse?"

The bartender thinks for a moment, then replies, "Y, the long face."

Boredpanda‘com

How many ears does Spock have? Three. The left ear, the right ear,
and the final front-ear!

How did Darth Vader know what Luke got him for Christmas? He
felt his presents!

What do you call a bear without any teeth? A gummy bear!

Two pieces of fruit sat on a hill, suddenly another piece of fruit
rolls past. One fruit furns to the other and says: "Wow look at that
man-go.’

17



The Severn Bore
Remember to keep your distance from
other people and take care

Month Date Day Time Tide (m) Prospect

Sept 1 Fri  09:45 9.6 *k
1 Fri  22:04 10.2 ok
2 Sat  10:27 9.8 sk
2 Sat  22:44 10.1 Hokkk
3 Sun 11.05 9.6 *k
3 Sun 23.22 9.7 sk
29 Fri  21.00 10.1 ok
30 Sat  09.22 9.9 sk
30 Sat 21.35 10.3 Sk

: Home select service.
S a h l r e Ca e ts Let us carefully move your furniture,
> take up and remove your old
& Blinds carpets FREE while you sit back
CARPETS * VINYLS * LAMINATES * BLINDS and watch us fransform your home.
01452 302666 *07768 182697 1000°s of samples to choose from
sapphirecarpetsandblinds@gmail.com in the comfort of your own home.

Unit A 13/19 Stroud Road, Gloucester GL1 5AA
www.sapphirecarpets.com

18



Moon light Severn Bore & BBQ

On Friday 29t" September 2023
7.30pm onwards

At St. Peter’s Church Minsterworth

Parking available in the Church Car Park /
as per signage

Witness the eerie and exciting sound
of the oncoming Bore as it travels up river
(in the dark!)

BBQ refreshments available

(cash only please)

All profits to St. Peter’s Church, Minsterworth

19



Your local, friendly, family-
run store. Easy access and
plenty of parking.
Opening Hours:
Weekdays: 8:30a.m. - 5:00p.m.

Saturday: 9:00a.m. - 1:00p.m.
Closed Sunday & Bank Holidays

Food, bedding and
healthcare products for

Special offers on seasonal farm animals, horses, pets
plants, 40 & 60L compost, and birds - garden &
topsoil, farmyard ornamental.

manure, grow bags and

i Local eggs, juices & honey.
ericaceous compost.

Stockist for the delightful
'‘Cherry Tree' jams, curds

Patio, Propane &
. and chutneys.

Butane gas.
From brooms & buckets

to wheelbarrows, wellies
& waterproofs, we’re here
to help.

A wide range of Nature's
Menu frozen and ambient
pet food as well as a
super new range of dog
chews &
boredom breakers.

We are on the A48 @ Elton Court, just outside

Westbury-on-Severn.

& 01452 760511



FUNDS REMAIN AVAILABLE FROM
THE MINSTERWORTH PAROCHIAL CHARITIES

Roger Blowey

We still have funds available for distribution from the charities. The John Hiett Charity
sponsors younger people, and the Joseph Winkle charity is intended to assist people in any
age group.

Funds from both charities are limited to hundreds rather than thousands of pounds.
Financial assistance from the John Hiett charity could be towards items such as books,
educational travel or equipment or from the Joseph Winkle charity, towards wheelchairs,
personal alarms, stair lifts, bathroom aids and taxis for hospital visits. Please apply to
rogerblowey@hotmail.co.uk or phone 07768-451071. All applications will be considered
by the trustees and treated with strict confidence.

The establishment of the parochial charities was an act of kindness from Minsterworth
residents many years ago, so perhaps making use of their funds should be considered as a
mark of respect to the original donors.

/mrl

Automotive Ltd

SERVICING, REPAIRS, MOT'S AND CAR SALES

Here at TL Automotive we are a friendly and trusted independent garage
dedicated to providing sensational service to you and your vehicle.

Llanthony Industrial Estate, Tel: 01452-524234
Uanthony Road info@2mautomotive.co.uk
Gloucester GL2 5HL www.tlautomotive.co.uk

Our special offer for The Villager
We will collect and then return your car for servicing and repairs free of charge

21



Nicky Milligan’s adventures in Tibet

Nicky Milligan
In around 2015 | had retired and was curious to see the world. Inspired by reading ‘Seven
Years in Tibet’ a friend and | decided to visit Tibet. The Lhasa railway stopped in Chinain the
Uyghur region where there is now ethnic cleansing and no-one can visit. Coming across the
mountains on the railway the Chinese authorities blocked the remaining phones and made
sure we could not identify where we were. Anyway...it was an adventure!

2= \We were so high in altitude that we were told to take
our own food because boiling point was lower.

Teaching and debating session at the
Monastery... very lively and rather noisy!

s R i

Street view in Lhasa

Summer palace, now managed by
the Chinese...Tibetans begging
nearby, a situation resulting from
the Chinese occupation

Interestingly the railway went up to even higher
altitudes... and oxygen was available in the
carriages. All map information was blocked on the
few phones that had not been automatically
switched off.

View of the mountains from the
Lhasa Express train

22



THE SILVER FOX

J CAFE

A48
Broadoak
Newnham-on-Severn
Glos. GL14 1JB

OPENING TIMES

9am to 5pm DAILY Comprehensive Menu
Last orders for hot food 4 pm  All Day Breakfast
SUNDAY CARVERY 12 -3 pm Great Atmosphere

Internal and external seating  Attentive Staff

TEL: 01452-877831 Homemade Cake

The Silver Fo' Café

RESTING ON THE BANKS OF THE MIGHTY RIVER SEVERN

o “Itis never too late to be what you ﬂ '\
.

might have been.”

o “Justone small Positive thought In

the morning can change your Garden SerViceS
wholeclag.”

Lawn mowing

o “OPPor’cunities don't happen, r——

you create them. o E—
Sl'lopifzj‘com Hedge Cutting & reduction
Tree pruning

Answer to riddle on p3 General maintenance

For further information contact Ash:

NEWS
07812 077367
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oVER FAR,,

For more than four decades, Over Farm been serving the lovely people of
Gloucestershire. During that time we’ve expanded our services and are proud to
welcome visitors to our award-winning Farm Shop, Café, family Farm Park, Venue
Barn and Pick Your Own experience. See you soon?

vz”

" v_ I ) v 3 ’ % ! . =
OVER FARM COUNTRYSIDE OVER FARM
MARKET ADVENTURE OVER BARN PYO

www.overfarm.co.uk ﬁ

Q@ Over Farm, Over, Gloucester, GL2 8DB

HORSESHOE TEAROOMS

APPLE ORCHARD CAMPSITE, ADSETT, WESTBURY ON SEVERN GLOS GL14 1PH

TEL: 01452-760618

OPENING TIMES
Mon./Tues. Closed
~ MON. Bank Holidays 9am to 4pm
8 Wednesday 9 am to 4 pm
Thursday 9 am to 4 pm
Friday 9 am to 10 pm
Saturday 9 am to 10 pm
Sunday 9 am to 4 pm Breakfast served 9 am to 11:30 am
Snacks available throughout the day
Extensive Evening Menu
Children's playground and wild field walk. Meet Dennis the Donkey, while Homemade Pizzas a speciality

you sip a freshly made cuppa and slice of cake. Indoor and Soft Icecream Machine - New This Year!
outdoor seating.
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A Childhood in Newnham Part 3

Julian Oxley

This is the third and final of three parts about Julian’s childhood in Newnham-on-Severn.

When | was ten, | began having organ lessons at St Paul’s Church in Gloucester. In Newnham
the elderly pipe organ in St Peter’s Church was good for practice, better still after it was
completely rebuilt in 1955. Although still in situ, it has since been superseded by an electronic
version complete with drums and other “refinements”. Later | repaid its free use by deputising
for services and giving the occasional recital. | still visit St Peter’s to tend the graves of my
parents and maternal grandparents.

| spent many hours cycling round the highways and
byways within a wide radius of Newnham and came to
know them very well. Sometimes the hilly terrain was a
challenge — just a basic three gears in those days!

Later, while training as an accountant | spent some three
years travelling into Gloucester every weekday by rail —
: , quick, cheap, convenient. This arrangement was seen off
e by Dr Beeching when Newnham station closed on 31st

October 1964. | had just married and with no suitable properties available in the village and
the travel situation compromised (the bus journey took over twice as long as the train and cost
more) moved to the outskirts of Gloucester.

Though sad to leave Newnham almost sixty years ago, would | want to move back there now?
| don’t think so. Nearly all the shops, the pubs and the railway station are gone, there is
nowhere to park, and the pavements once so busy with chattering people are relatively empty.
The Victoria Hotel, closed in 2007 and once a favourite “watering hole”, is still an eyesore

sixteen years on. Add to that the clutter of parked vehicles —_—TT
disfiguring the surroundings, and of course the steep part {
of the main street is not so easy when you get older! The
new housing development at the Gloucester end will add
significantly to the traffic on the A48, which everyone will
use to go to work and shop, promoted by the Forest of Dean
Council into which area the village now falls. Once
upon a time Newnham residents would have been

horrified to be considered part of the Forest, the village having been part of Gloucester Rural
District until 1974.

Alas, when walking round the village now the sense of decline is palpable. There is certainly
community activity, but not like it once was. Up the Dean Road was the WI “Hut” which catered
for a variety of activities, even on one occasion a complete costumed (and very professional)
full performance of “Twelfth Night”, with vicar Robert Mansfield as Sir Toby Belch and

Continued on p26
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Continued from p25

station master Jim Timms as Malvolio! Nearby there remains an ancient dog/animal pound,
once carefully tended, now sadly derelict and overgrown. And on a recent visit even the
Town Clock in the High Street had stopped. But | guess thousands of villages around the
country have suffered similar fates; even here in Minsterworth much has been lost in the
last few years. And as for the deterioration of Gloucester city in the last 75 years, the least
said the better.

Yet it’s still possible to recapture the old atmosphere with a walk along the Cliff, along
Church Road (what we called “The Back”), or along The Green with its fine views up towards
the Forest and down the river. | can then recall with pleasure and gratitude the happy days
of my childhood.

Gloucester Plane Crashes
Roger Blowey / Gloucester History 2007

The plane crash landing on the Golden Valley bypass on Thursday 3rd August 2023, was
certainly spectacular, and fortunately no-one was injured, but it’s not the only crash that has
happened in Gloucester.

=

On 27th March 1963 an aircraft took off from Staverton, as part of a training exercise. On its
return the crew reported a total engine failure. The pilots were unable to control the aircraft
and it made a crash landing on the top of the roof of a house on the north side of Tuffley
Avenue. On this occasion the crew were not so lucky. Both pilots were killed, although
fortunately the three ladies in the house all had miraculous escapes, with little more than a
few cuts and bruises. A subsequent investigation attributed the cause to pilot error. We have
yet to learn the cause of the Golden Valley crash.
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The destination for all your gardening
needs. We pride ourselves on excellent
customer service and knowledge.

Advice on plants, garden design and
all aspects of your garden.

THE FAIRVIEW Our Tea Room is open daily 9.30am to 4.30pm.
GARDENER Try our breakfast or lunch menus or relax with fresh

coffee, loose leaf tea and a delicious cake.
A centre for qardeners
Chapel Lane, Birdwood, Churcham, Glos. GL2 8AR

ot a garden centre. e
www.thefairviewgardener.co.uk

01452 750436

HELPFUL COMMUNITY LINKS

Minsterworth Neighbourhood Watch — join by e-mailing 64lettie@gmail.com

www.minsterworthparishcouncil.org.uk

www.minsterworthvillagehall.org — booking, recent events

www.facebook.com/MinsterworthGlos/

St. Peter’s church — www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14101/ services, etc

Minsterworth Matters WhatsApp — join by texting Roger Ingham on
07525330364 immediate village interests

Harvey Centre — www.minsterworthvillagehall.org/the-harvey-centre
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Welcome to Minsterworth

Village Hall

Why not plan your next event with us?

The village of Minsterworth can be found on the
A48 to the west of the city of Gloucester, on the
north bank of the River Severn nestled between the
Cotswold Hills and the Forest of Dean.

At the heart of the village is

Minsterworth Village Hall.

This website is for Minsterworth
Village Hall activities, clubs and events.

www.minsterworthvillagehall.org

e-mail minsterworthvh@gmail.com

Tel: 01452 750492

28



