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June Winner Children’s
Jubilee Drawing Competition
Sophie age 7
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Edition 235

Dear readers,
I love it when people in this village get creative! And Minsterworth’s children have done us
proud in the children’s Jubilee Drawing Competition! Congratulations for all the wonderful
entries. The judges found it really hard to choose. See p10 for more.

This is our Platinum Jubilee edition.
Paula

All items for consideration to: Paula Ruffley, Editor The Villager
Tel: 07905 694612

E-mail:
thevillagerminsterworth@gmail.com

Deadline is ALWAYS 10th of the month before the magazine is published.
Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items nor the content of advertisements

KERBSIDE RECYCLING JUNE 2022

GREEN & BROWN bin & caddy
(garden)
for(landfill)
submission
of articles is CLOSE

BLUE bin & caddy

(recycling)
10TH OF
THE MONTH

Deadline
BEFORE THE
VILLAGER COMES
edition please15 e-mail to
ThursdayOUT, 9so for the July Wednesday
thevillagerminsterworth@gmail.com
by CLOSE Friday
10th June 2022.
Tuesday
21
Tuesday
28
Please put your recycling bin & caddy out by 7am.
Small electrical items now collected alongside your blue
bin in a standard carrier bag (not a bag for life)
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Thursday 2nd June at Minsterworth Village
Hall
Beer and Food available from 20.00

Beacon lit at 21.50 in line with others up &
down the land!
-
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Minsterworth
Open Gardens
Saturday 25th June 2022
1pm 4pm
where
you can pick up your garden map and
find refreshments including tea, coffee
and cake
All donations will be gratefully received
in support of the church
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St Peter’s churchyard recording project: a progress report
In spite of Covid, the project to survey and map the burial plots in St. Peter's Church,
Minsterworth churchyard is still very much alive and continues to make progress.
The object of this work is primarily to update and augment the previous record produced in
the mid-1950s for the church by local historian Mr Lawrence Fulbrook-Leggatt (who lived at
Severn Bank). He created for the church an extensive and systematic record of the position
and a primary surname and date for each burial plot identifiable in the churchyard at that
time.
Since then, many new burials have taken place. The churchyard also has been extended much
nearer to the river and a large number of new graves in that area of the churchyard have so
far gone unrecorded. In addition, Leggatt’s survey did not record the names, dates and
relationships of others who were buried in the same plots. The new record will do this.
Our team of volunteers have surveyed the remains of gravestones and memorial stones for all
but two areas of the churchyard, which are set to complete this coming season. The processed
results of this work is being listed in spreadsheet form using the area designator letters used
by Leggatt in his original survey (A to F), with the churchyard extension area being a new zone
G. You can see both the original 1955 (“primary”) data and the new data compiled so far by
going to the village hall website (www.minsterworthvillagehall.org.uk), find the heading
‘Minsterworth Village’, then the tab for the graveyard project and download the file ‘key to
graves’.
The ultimate aim is to create a complete user-friendly genealogical record and an updated
plan of the churchyard which will be available for members of the public and local historians
to research long-deceased ancestors and people of note and where they were laid to rest in
the churchyard.
I must express my great appreciation to all the volunteers for the care, thoroughness and
attention to detail in their recording and special thanks to Bob Holder for all the expertise and
enthusiasm he has put into pulling together and formatting all the data that has been collected
so far.
TM-S
See William Little’s gravestone on p7.
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Remember an ‘f’ is often intended
to be read as an ‘s’, e.g. ‘Alfo’ on
line 6 = ‘Also’.
In memory of William Little
Of this Parish, Yeoman who
died July 3rd: 1699. Aged 37 Yrs
O serve ye Lord with all thy power
For here thou hast no certain hour
Also, Sarah his daughter by Alice
his wife who died July 13th: 1699
aged 10 Years
The tender babe whose corpse lies
here was well beloved of parents
dear
If you observe you often may see
The last ripe fruit first quits the tree

June’s jokes
What do you call a sad cup of coffee? Depresso.
Irish puns are the most O'ffensive.
Knock knock. Who's there? Adore. Adore who? Adore is
between us, so please open up.
How did the telephone propose to his girlfriend? He gave
her a ring.
What do horses say when they fall? Help, I’ve fallen, and I
can’t giddy up.
If a parsley farmer gets sued, can they garnish his
wages?
Knock knock. Who's there? Candice. Candice who?
Candice joke get any worse?
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Minsterworth Village Jubilee Plans
There are lots of things planned for the Jubilee Bank Holiday, so grab
your diary and make a note of all the events happening in the village
to help us commemorate Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.
Thursday 2nd June: The Parish Council are funding a Jubilee Beacon
which will be lit on the field behind the Hall at 21.50 in line with other
beacons being lit across the nation. The Hall will open from 20.00 to serve burgers and we
hope to have The Bespoke Brewery from Littledean operating a pop-up bar. This promises to
be a wonderful evening for the whole family and a great launch to the celebrations. You may
wish to bring picnic furniture.
Sunday 5th June: The Hall will be open from 2pm ‘til 5pm for an afternoon of fun including a
tea party. You are very welcome to bring along a picnic, chairs or a blanket. From 3pm we will
be serving ‘Tea on Us’ with tea and cake and hope to have 70 cakes to choose from (and you
know how wonderful our village bakers are!) There will be children’s activities including a
treasure hunt and spot prizes for any children (or adults) who’d like to design and wear a
Jubilee crown or dress up in red, white and blue! There’ll be music too. Please do drop in,
meet your village neighbours and friends and enjoy the hospitality on offer. Should we not be
blessed with fine weather, we will hold the tea party inside.
St Peter’s Festival of Flowers: The Church will be decorated with a range of fabulous floral
tributes in red, white and blue. Please do call in to see them over the weekend. The Church
will be open from 10am to 7pm every day.
Commemorative Art Projects: It is very exciting to see two projects running in the village that
will result in legacy works that can be enjoyed by villagers for years to come. The Harvey
Centre are creating silk panels featuring village surrounds. And the Church will have a new
altar frontal for the Lady Chapel, as detailed in last month’s Villager magazine. We will let you
know once both projects are complete and you can pop in to see the results. We are very
fortunate to have so many talented villagers involved in creating these projects. They are
being supported by a successful Arts Council Jubilee grant. If you wish to be involved please
contact Annie on 07864 970615 for the altar cloth, and Arlette on 07926 986247 for the
Harvey Centre
And: As if the above isn’t enough to help celebrate, there are more plans still to be revealed!
A couple more competitions and even a free gift! Do look on
www.minsterworthvillagehall.org and social media for details.
Over to you – how can you help Minsterworth have a great Jubilee weekend?
• Are you able to bake cakes or biscuits for the Tea Party? A traditional Victoria sponge or a
batch of scones? Please message Sarah on 07900 984281 if you can help, we need at least
70 for 70 years!
Continued on p9
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Continued from p8

• Let’s make the village a riot of colour with bunting and flags. Please decorate your house
and garden. Bunting available from Amazon and Ebay and not too expensive.
• Finally, please do call in to the Hall on Thursday evening and Sunday afternoon and
support the activities
Let’s make the Jubilee a memorable event for Minsterworth!

CIDER PORK CASSEROLE
Ann Alford
Serves 4
Ingredients:
4 pork steaks
30ml of oil
2 crisp eating apples eg Royal Gala
(not Granny Smith)
2 onions
10g plain flour
200ml of dry cider
200ml of chicken stock
salt and pepper to taste
10ml cider vinegar to taste
Instructions:
•
Quarter and core the apples and cut into wedges.
•
Heat the oil in a flameproof casserole and fry the apples until light golden brown.
Remove them from the casserole and set aside.
•
Add the steaks to the casserole and brown on each side. Remove.
•
Add the onions and cook gently until softening.
•
Stir in the flour, cook for 1 minute and then pour in the cider, stirring until smooth.
Bring to the boil and bubble until reduced by two thirds.
•
Add the stock and seasoning. Return the pork to the casserole and bring to the boil.
•
Cover and cook at Mark 4 / 180C for about 45 mins until the pork is tender.
•
Add the apples to the casserole 5 mins before the end of the cooking time.
•
Add the vinegar to taste.
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Children’s Jubilee
drawing competition
vv
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Children’s Jubilee drawing competition
Sophie’s (age 7) picture is the winner for June, so her excellent picture of the Queen is on the
front cover of the June edition of The Villager (well done Sophie!), with Daisy (5) in second
place.
July’s winner is Bethany (6) and her picture will be on the front cover of the July edition,
Thomas (5) was second.
All the other children’s pictures appear as thumbnails on p10 of the June edition in no
particular order. Thank you, children for your imagination and creativity. The team felt the
Queen would be very impressed!

Prizes will be given at the Jubilee Tea Party on Sunday 5th June between 2.30
and 4.30pm.

Bruce and the Spider

by James Baldwin

There was once a king of Scotland whose name was Robert Bruce. He had need to be
both brave and wise, for the times in which he lived were wild and rude. The King of
England was at war with him and had led a great army into Scotland to drive him out of
the land.
Battle after battle had been fought. Six times had Bruce led his brave little army against
his foes; and six times had his men been beaten and driven into flight. At last his army
was scattered, and he was forced to hide himself in the woods and in lonely places among
the mountains.
One rainy day, Bruce lay on the ground under a rude shed, listening to the patter of the
drops on the roof above him. He was tired and sick at heart, and ready to give up all
hope. It seemed to him that there was no use for him to try to do anything more.
As he lay thinking, he saw a spider over his head, making ready to weave her web. He
watched her as she toiled slowly and with great care. Six times she tried to throw her
frail thread from one beam to another, and six times it fell short.
"Poor thing!" said Bruce: "you, too, know what it is to fail."
But the spider did not lose hope with the sixth failure. With still more care, she made
ready to try for the seventh time. Bruce almost forgot his own troubles as he watched
her swing herself out upon the slender line. Would she fail again? No! The thread was
carried safely to the beam and fastened there.
"I, too, will try a seventh time!" cried Bruce.
He arose and called his men together. He told them of his plans and sent them out with
messages of cheer to his disheartened people. Soon there was an army of brave
Scotsmen around him. Another battle was fought, and the King of England was glad to
go back into his own country.
I have heard it said, that, after that day, no one by the name of Bruce would ever hurt
a spider. The lesson which the little creature had taught the king was never forgotten.
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Queen’s Jubilee Legacy Project

The new Alter Frontage Cloth and series of silk paintings, created to
celebrate the Queens Jubilee, are well underway. The paintings reflecting
images of The Village Hall, St Peters Church, The Harvey Centre and The
River Severn will hang proudly in the Harvey Centre by the end of June.
This project is being overseen by Jackie Cox and the art group, but any other local residents
are very welcome to be involved in creating these paintings. Please do get in touch if you
would like to take part Call 07926 986 247.
Computer Skills:
These two - hour sessions, provided by Gloucestershire Adult Education, took place over 5
weeks and all who attended found them extremely helpful. Being in a small group with
experienced tutors ensured that everyone had one-to-one time to address their learning
requirements. All the basics were covered including learning how to use touch screen
technology, Email; Sending, adding/attachments, filing, phishing etc. Photos, Online shopping
/banking, security and lots more…Further courses will be arranged in the Autumn. For further
information call 07926 986 247
Basic First Aid: Thursday 9th June and Thursday 16th June 10am to 12noon
This 2-part course offers an opportunity to learn or refresh your first aid skills and build
confidence. £5 per session (£10 total)
For further information call 07926 986 247
Community Café and playdates Wednesday morning: A warm welcome awaits you as do
delicious home-made cakes! The children’s play area with lots of toys available - parental
supervision required.
Memory Café: Tuesday 21st June 2022.
Run in conjunction with Artspace Cinderford as part of the Mindscape project the café is a safe
space for Dementia patients, their partners or carers to enjoy coffee, crafts and lunch. Call
07926 986 247
Food Bank: Donations of tinned and dried goods always welcome. These can be dropped off
at the centre during café or opening hours and are collected weekly and transported to The
Gloucester Food Bank.
Little Church: 9.30am to 11am Tuesday 28th June 2022
Sessions will be run by Owen Westall, Highnam & Leadon Vale Children and Families Worker
Coming soon! Forest School and Programme of Summer Holiday Families/ Children activities
including Indoor and Outdoor Crafts, Nature Hunt, creating Bug Hotels etc.
Can you spare an hour once a month or you would like to become more involved in helping
with the memory café or another service?
We would love to welcome you to our growing band of volunteers. Please either pop into the
community café and talk to one of the Trustees or call Arlette Lane on 07926 986 247.
The Harvey Centre, Main Road Minsterworth, Gloucester, GL2 8JH
Charity number: 311648

Continued on p13
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These classes are held
every week.

Spring being a tough act to follow,
God created June
Adolescence is a period of rapid
changes. Between the ages of 12
and 17, for example, a parent ages
as much as 20 years.
Al Bernstein
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Art@Oaktree - Open Studio from Saturday 2nd July:
It would be so lovely to see any of you at my studio in the garage during the Far Open Studio
Trail. Please see the poster on p14 for the website where you can download the brochure and
a map. For those of you who don't know me, I taught Art at St Peter's High School for many
years and it's so very rewarding to be able to pursue my own practice rather than plan lessons!

Across the Bluffs

Deluge

My inspiration is the landscape, whether on our doorstep, or further afield, and I very much
try to capture the essence of being in a place, rather than be a slave to realism. Pop in for a
chat! Taking part in the Open Studio Trail is great fun. It's also a brilliant way to see other
artists' works. Why not plan a day out visiting a few artists? There are suggested routes in the
brochure. You can see more of my work on Facebook - Sarah Liv McHale Art and Instagram Sarah Liv McHale Fine Art.

Continued on p15
14

Continued from p14
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St Peter’s Parish Church Minsterworth
Announcement - Priest in Charge
We are pleased to announce that an appointment has been made and accepted
as the new Priest in Charge of the Highnam Benefice and of the Parish of
Minsterworth.
It’s the Rev’d Heather de Gruyther, and the licensing will take place in September.
Heather comes to us from the Parish of St Paul and St Stephen in Gloucester, where she has
been Curate since her ordination in 2019.
Heather is married to John with two children - Evie (who is 18) and Samuel (who is 12). Heather
grew up in Stroud and studied History at the University of Gloucestershire. She trained for
ordination on the locally based Cuddesdon, Gloucester and Hereford course.
We look forward to her joining us soon.
Thanksgiving and Celebrations to mark
HRH Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee
with a Blessing of the Altar Frontal Cloth
The Service will take place at 10:00am on
Sunday 5th June
Please come and join us to celebrate this
historic occasion
The Church will be decorated in red, white
and blue by members of the community.
The Altar Frontal for the Lady Chapel has
been designed and created by a talented
team. Those of us less artistic have been
involved by stitching a vine leaf border. This
links into the colours of the beautiful
stained-glass window.
The blessing will take place as part of the
service.

Refreshments will be provided, everyone is welcome.
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Minsterworth & District
Royal British Legion
40 days, 23 hours and 57 minutes. That’s how long it took Captain Scott and his team
to row 3,000 miles across the Atlantic Ocean from the Canary Islands to Antigua, raising
money for the R.B.L. The team of four, all from the Royal Army Physical Training Corps
also set a new world record. A really fantastic achievement.
MILITARY HISTORY
1944
1982
1982
1982
1775
1596

–
–
–
–
–
–

June 6th
June 11th
June 12th
June 14th
June 17 th
June 21st

Invasion of Normandy
Attack on Mount Harriet
Attack on Two Sisters
Falklands Liberated
Battle of Bunker Hill
Capture of Cadiz

As stated previously our meetings will be held quarterly, in the months of January –
April – July – October starting at 7pm on the second Wednesday in the month.
Hopefully we will see you at our next meeting on July 13th.
____________________________________________________________________________
Terry Bourne – President
Minsterworth & District R.B.L.
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Funeral Service at St. Peters Church
Minsterworth April 28th 2022
Thank you to everyone who attended
the funeral service of my wife Iris Bourne
and for the receipt of many condolence
cards and offers of help. It was really appreciated.
Many, many thanks
Terry Bourne
and sons
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Gardening by the Severn
Sharon Ingham

Craycroft garden, a haven of peacefulness
This month we visit Anne and Mervyn Cowdrey’s garden at Craycroft.
When or where did your love of gardening start?
Anne: I always dreamed of owning a garden and when we moved to Minsterworth, just over
seven years ago, that dream became a reality. Our garden is just under an acre and it is best
described as a slightly unkempt, country garden. It is wild and beautiful! A place to be treasured
and explored, with secret pathways for little people, a large expanse of lawn, on which the
grandchildren can play and an area to sit and enjoy informal dining in the sunshine.
I have always loved pottering in the garden.
I remember in early childhood helping my
Grandpa in his back garden. Many moons
ago, Grandpa worked in the gardens on a
large country estate in Kent and as he got
older, he tended his small back garden and
greenhouse, cramming both with masses of
beautiful flowers. I also helped my Dad tend
two allotments when we lived in Gillingham
in Kent.
I vividly remember helping him after school
and riding home on the back of his scooter
clutching
himhand.
around
the waistremember
with one
whilst holding a bag bulging with fruit and vegetables
in the other
I particularly
arm
enjoying the lovely, sweet, prickly cucumbers we grew!
I truly believe one is a caretaker of a garden, rather than its owner. I think there may be more
wild areas in Craycroft’s gardens than when Roger and Rosamunde Dauncy were in charge. One
or two trees have gone, opening up the garden to more light, though the squirrels have planted
several new trees since our arrival and there are new saplings growing healthily, as a result! We
inherited a Magnolia tree which looks absolutely
stunning in full bloom, no thanks to me, but to
those who went before.
What significant changes have you made to the
garden since you bought the property?
Last year Mervyn created a ‘wildflower bed’
which is great fun and looking fine in its second
year.

Continued on p20
19

Continued from p19

Do you have a favourite view in your garden?
One of my favourite plants is this lovely red Acer. As
the year progresses its leaves turn green.
Which garden open to the public would you
recommend everyone should visit?
My favourite garden open to the public is most
definitely RHS Wisley, there are so many different
areas to explore. I will happily spend a day there and
come away with many new ideas and plans as to the
way forward for my plot.
If you would like to wander around my garden, why
not visit it on 25th June, when it is open to the public,
from 1pm-4pm, along with others in Minsterworth,
as part of the ‘Minsterworth Open Gardens’
afternoon?
Annie Cowdrey with a lot of help in the garden from
Mervyn.
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Red admiral
Paula Ruffley

The Red Admiral is a frequent visitor to gardens throughout the British Isles and one of our
most well-known butterflies. This butterfly is unmistakable, with velvety black wings
intersected by striking red bands.
The Red Admiral is primarily a migrant to our shores,
although sightings of individuals and immature stages
in the first few months of the year, especially in the
south of England, mean that this butterfly is now
considered resident. The resident population is
considered to only be a small fraction of the population
seen in the British Isles, which gets topped up every
year with migrants arriving in May and June that
originate in central Europe. Unfortunately, most
individuals are unable to survive our winter, especially
in the cooler regions of the British Isles.
The number of adults seen in any one year is therefore dependent on the number of
migrants reaching the British Isles and numbers fluctuate as a result. In some years this
butterfly can be widespread and common, in others rather local and scarce. This is a
widespread species and can be found anywhere in the British Isles, including Orkney and
Shetland.
The Latin name is Vanessa Atalanta and you have probably spotted its caterpillar or larva
but didn’t know to connect the two. We’re even less likely to
recognise its ovum or egg when we see it, laid singly on the
upper surface of a nettle leaf, so you could say they are a
beneficial insect as their favourite food is a weed!
Because its breeding site is so widespread so is this
beautiful butterfly, they can be found almost
anywhere, from the seashore and town gardens, to
the tops of the highest mountains.
Long term distribution and population trends both show an increase and this species is not,
therefore, a species of conservation concern. So we should be able to enjoy seeing it in our
gardens in the summer. I like seeing them as they feed on fallen apples into the autumn in
our garden too. It’s worth not rushing to clear all the fruit. A little untidiness can bring
benefits, with birds tucking in too. So good to hear a success story for a change.
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Minsterworth Reading Group
Minsterworth Reading Group meets the first Wednesday of each
month but in June we meet on the 2nd Wednesday instead.
On 8th June we will review: Balthazar Jones and the Tower of London
Zoo by Julia Stuart.
In May we read Still Life by Sarah Winman, a book like no other, it captivated the reader with
its many characters brought together in Florence across times and events. It is all about family,
friends and so much more than that. Still Life is funny, moving, warm and insightful. Its
characters draw you in, so you want to know more. It is full of love and loss and it is cheerful,
optimistic and kind. And it’s a good read.
Paula Ruffley

TOUR OF BRITAIN WOMEN’S RACE
WEDNESDAY 8 JUNE 2022
TH

Roger Blowey

Stage three of the 2022 women’s Tour of Britain cycle race will start at Tewkesbury and run
through Deerhurst, Apperley, Newent, Mitcheldean, Clearwell, Lydney, back up through The
Forest, down through Littledean and into Gloucester along the A48 via Minsterworth.
It was a spectacular sight watching the men race through a few years ago, so certainly
something worth watching this year if you can. It has secondary benefits in that there will be a
pothole repair programme along the route during May and early June!
Of course, stay safe and keep out of the way of the cyclists.
For further details see https://thebritishcontinental.co.uk/2022/05/12/2022-womens-tourstage-details/

22

23

Elizabeth Alexandra Mary - 06/02/1952
On 6th February 1952
A princess became our Queen.
At Tree Tops Hotel in Kenya,
We cannot imagine the scene.
And since that day she has worked for us,
Her husband by her side,
And, always, he supported her,
Until the day he died.
She’s continued now for seventy years
To rule with honesty, strength and love.
A girl became a woman and
A Queen to be proud of.
She made a promise at the start
To serve for the rest of her life
And, faithfully, she has kept her word
Through good times and through strife.
Our Queen has now reigned over us
For seven long decades
And we have watched, as through the years,
She has kept the promise that she made.
Now flags will wave, church bells will ring,
We all can raise a cheer
And set the beacons all ablaze.
To wish her well in her Jubilee year.
Lin Hart
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• I have a friend. He keeps
trying to convince me
he’s a compulsive liar,
but I don’t believe him.
• I always take life with a
grain of salt. Plus, a slice
of lemon. And a shot of
tequila.
• Out of my mind. Back in
five minutes.
• The person who invented
autocorrect should burn
in hello.
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Minsterworth 200 Club

The result of the May draw was as follows:£50
No. 059 David Clifton
£20
No. 014 Tim Greening
£10
No. 178 Steve Thomas
Thank you to all who have renewed their subscriptions for the 200 Club year. We do have a
couple of vacancies to fill, so if you would like to join or have an additional number, then
please ring Liz on 750401.

Whist Drive
The May whist drive was well supported making up just over 7 tables. As always thanks to
those who help to set up for the evening and for those who help to clear the tables and chairs
away at the end. The evening resulted in £95 for St Peter’s Church.
The next whist drive is on Monday 6th June 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

Church service times and flower rota
Date
June
12th June
19th June
26th June
5th

Time
11am
11am
11am
10am

Service
Celebration for the Jubilee
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Service at Rudford

Flowers
Anne Cowdrey
Anne Cowdrey
Cathy Thomas
Cathy Thomas
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Welcome to Minsterworth
Village Hall
Why not plan your next event with us?
The village of Minsterworth can be found on the
A48 to the west of the city of Gloucester, on the
north bank of the River Severn nestled between the
Cotswold Hills and the Forest of Dean.

At the heart of the village is
Minsterworth Village Hall.
This website is for Minsterworth
Village Hall activities, clubs and events.
www.minsterworthvillagehall.org
e-mail minsterworthvh@gmail.com

Tel: 01452 750492
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