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Dear readers,
Good to know that on average July is the warmest month of the year in Britain. It is known as
both Picnic month and Ice Cream month. Can’t fault that.
What splendid Platinum Jubilee celebrations Minsterworth had! And great to see so many
people sharing the feeling. See pp 3&4. See how the Church decorated with red, white and
blue flowers on pp7&8 and why not make the platinum pudding on p9? See Wyn Parry’s
excellent photographs of the Women’s Tour on p14.
I hope you got to see Minsterworth’s fabulous gardens while they were open on 25th June.
Summer again!

Paula
All items for consideration to: Paula Ruffley, Editor The Villager
Tel: 07905 694612

E-mail:
thevillagerminsterworth@gmail.com

Deadline is ALWAYS 10th of the month before the magazine is published.
Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items nor the content of advertisements
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The Jubilee Beacon and the Proclamation
Roger Blowey

As many will know, it was decided that beacons be lit around the country at 9-50pm on
Thursday 2nd June 2022. Her Majesty The Queen began the ceremony by touching a globe
representing the Commonwealth nations, symbolically sending a chain of lights from Windsor
Castle to Buckingham Palace. More than 3,000 jubilee beacons were lit across the UK and
Commonwealth. Our Minsterworth beacon was gas fired and funded by the Parish Council.
Prior to the lighting a bell was rung and the following proclamation declared:

Oyez, oyez, oyez
Today in every nation and throughout the Commonwealth we are
celebrating the Glorious Platinum Jubilee of Elizabeth our most
beloved Sovereign and head of the Commonwealth for 70 years
It is in honour of this unique occasion that beacons will be lit this
evening throughout the United Kingdom
Let it be known that in proclaiming this tribute to her Majesty, we are
one nation and one Commonwealth
God Save the Queen!
The above is a precis of the full version, which can be found on Google at
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60bb599c70faee6f7ef0835c/t/61b36dddfcfb9704a2
1bd4c7/1639149023458/TownCriersProclamation.pdf
Watching subsequent videos of the event, for me one of the nicest parts was the rising roar
from Minsterworth residents as the flames from the beacon shot into the sky! At least 3 other
beacons could be seen from the Village Hall.

July anniversaries
1st July 1937
2nd July 1928
3rd July 1938
21st July 1837
21st July 1969
28th July 1586
28th July 1901

999 emergency service introduced
Equal voting rights granted to women in Britain
The ‘Mallard’ broke the speed record for steam engines
Euston railway station, the first in London, opened
Apollo 11 landed on the Moon.
The first potatoes arrived from Colombia
Fingerprints first used for identification
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Minsterworth celebrates the Queen's Platinum Jubilee:
What a brilliant weekend of celebrations we all enjoyed in commemorating Her Majesty's 70
years on the throne. A huge thank you to each and every villager who ensured our events
went off so well. From the Jubilee Working Party, to the children who entered the Art
Competition, to Terry Moore Scott for his fabulous book (funded by the Parish Council), to the
amazing bakers who provided such delicious goodies for the Tea Party. Each and every one of
your contributions made for a superb occasion. And a final thank-you for supporting the
Beacon Night and The Tea Party with your attendance. It means everything that you came.
The Beacon Night was very well supported, and it helped to be
blessed with a lovely warm evening. Roger Blowey made a fine
village crier as he gathered the crowd to read out the Jubilee
address. It was great to use the new patio for the first time too. It
was just so lovely to look around and see so many villagers and
families enjoying themselves, and many commented they had
enjoyed the opportunity to see familiar faces and meet some of
our newer residents. And yet more thanks to Cathy, Sue and Jo
for their fabulous burger and sausage BBQ.
Unfortunately, Sunday was not such a great day from a weather perspective. But we popped
on the Hall heating (in June???) and in came the crowds. The Hall was decked street-party
style with bunting galore. Many villagers brought their picnic lunches, but everyone was
salivating at the array of cakes! We tried to offer 70 cakes to celebrate seventy years and we
easily exceeded that! A huge thanks to our village bakers who never disappoint. Music from
the 50's and a slideshow complimented the event. And despite the chill the children enjoyed
their treasure hunt and games. The draw for the Queen Elizabeth rose and jubilee chocolates
was won (somewhat fittingly given she steered the church flower group in creating wonderful
tributes) by Julie Fisher. And a second prize of a delicious Jubilee cake baked by Farzana
Aldridge went home with Ruth Thomas.
The slideshow featured images from jubilees past, notably the silver and diamond. We hope
you will agree that as a village we managed to make the platinum celebrations just as
memorable.

Why don’t oysters share
their pearls?
Answer on p9

Where do sheep go on holiday?
Answer on p6
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Memorial Service for Peter and Barbara Arkell
Everyone is welcome to come and celebrate the lives of Peter
and Barbara Arkell, at a Memorial Service to be held at
Minsterworth Church on Thursday 14th July at 2pm.
Donations are invited for St Peter’s Church.

Minsterworth Parochial Charities
Funds are still available
Just a reminder that funds are still available from the Minsterworth
Parochial Charities both for younger people for educational purposes,
and for older people who need assistance in any way. Full details are
given in the July and August 2021 Villager magazine. All applications
(to rogerblowey@hotmail.co.uk or 07768-451071) will be treated in
confidence.

St Peter’s Church, Minsterworth

Riverside Songs of Praise
with Members of Gloucester Salvation Army Band

31st July 2022 at 15.00
Refreshments provided
All Welcome
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Clerk and Finance Officer to Minsterworth Parish Council
Minsterworth Parish Council (MPC) is looking for a new Parish Council Clerk & Finance Officer.
We are a friendly Parish Council, with good resident support for our ongoing activities.
We meet monthly on a Monday evening, although the Clerk’s duties require additional work
spread throughout each month. The main duties are:
- Completing the administrative arrangements for the monthly MPC meetings, including
the drafting and publication of the Agenda and the Minutes.
- Handling all incoming and outgoing correspondence on behalf of MPC.
- Managing the MPC budget, including the payment of invoices and the monthly
reconciliation of the online bank account. This also includes producing the annual budget
estimate, providing forecasts of expenditure, and submitting the accounts for external
audit.
- Coordinating MPC’s response to planning applications.
- Maintaining the MPC website (using the WordPress software) to provide regular updates
and access to information.
The hours of the post are 8 per week which can be worked flexibly other than attendance at
the meetings which is fixed.
The post will be paid in accordance with the National Association of Local Council pay scales,
likely to be around Scale Column Point 11 (currently £11.50 per hour) dependent upon
experience and qualifications. The post holder will be expected to undertake relevant
training which, when agreed, will be funded by the Parish Council.
Applications for the post should be submitted via a covering letter and a CV to the following
e-mail address: clerk@minsterworthparishcouncil.org.uk. Please use the same email
address for any questions about the role.

There was an Old Man with a beard
Who said, "It is just as I feared!
Two Owls and a Hen,
Four Larks and a Wren,
Have all built their nests in my beard!"
Edward Lear
Answer to joke 2 on p4

The Baahamas
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St Peter’s Church, Minsterworth
Annie Cowdrey

St Peter’s is a well loved and cared for church, within our village. As we celebrated the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee it was fitting that the church played an important part in our village
celebrations.
Leading up to the Jubilee weekend, Julie Fisher and her team of
flower ladies decorated the church with flowers of red, white and
blue. They used ribbons and pots of pelargoniums, scarves, candles
and a photograph or two! We even had, on display, a delightful
children’s book called ‘The Queen’s handbag’ by the author Steve
Anthony and….. the Queen’s Handbag!

The new Altar Frontage Cloth was available on Sunday for
all to see. Work on the cloth continues, but it was great
that the Rev Clive Edmonds, made mention of it during
our Celebration service, and he was able to say a blessing
over the cloth.
A congregation of approximately 45 came together to
sing praises to God and to thank Him for Elizabeth our
Queen. Our gratitude was beautifully expressed in this
prayer, which we shared together.

Continued on p8

Altar Frontal Cloth
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Continued from p7

‘Gracious God, we give you thanks for the reign of your servant, Elizabeth our Queen and for
the example of loving and faithful service which she has shown among us. Help us to follow
her model of dedication and to commit our lives to you and to one another, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.’
The Rev Clive Edmonds, shared with us some mementos he had received, when a boy, at the
Queen’s Coronation, a tiny model of her golden coach and horses, and a Coronation mug.
Several of the younger members of our congregation, drew pictures of Queen Elizabeth.

by Eilis

by Sophie

Tickets £15.00 per person
With a Pop-up-Pub!
Please Note:

Tickets bookable online at our
website:
www.minsterworthvillagehall.org
or from Sarah McHale: email
sarahlivmchale@btinternet.com
Tel: 07900 984281

If the event is cancelled by MVH (or by
any organisation booked by the Hall, or
is
cancelled
due
to
any
legal
change/mandate in Covid restrictions
initiated by Government) then a full
refund will be offered.
If you buy tickets and are then unable to
attend for any other personal reason,
these are the options available to you:
Try to sell the tickets yourself, and let us
know to whom they have been sold
Ask us to resell the tickets on your
behalf. We can only do this if we have
sold out the event.
If the event is sold out, we will
endeavour to sell your tickets to people
on our waiting list
If we manage to resell your tickets by
any of the above routes, we will refund
your initial purchase.
We are unable to refund ticket prices
for any other circumstances.
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Continue to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II with this impressive
trifle, winner of the Platinum Pudding competition.

Below I have given the ingredients and
method for a much-shortened cheats
version.
If you would like to follow the full,
proper recipe instructions go to
Lemon Swiss roll and Amaretti trifle
recipe - BBC Food

Ingredients
Lemon Curd Swiss Roll, large ready made
Orange flavoured Jelly x 2 approx. 400ml
Ready-made Vanilla custard 500ml
Amaretti biscuits 100g

Tinned mandarins x 2
White Chocolate
Double cream 600ml
White and Milk Chocolate x 1bar of each

Method / Assemble
1. Make 400ml of orange jelly in a jug, following instructions on the pkt. Chill until cool but
not set.
2. Unwrap the Swiss Roll and slice into 1-inch slices and place upright around the base of the
trifle dish. Use any cut offs to fill in the gaps.
3. Pour the cool orange jelly over the Swiss roll layer and set aside in the fridge to completely
set. This will take approximately 3 hours.
4. Open the custard and pour over the jelly and Swiss roll.
5. Open the amaretti biscuits and weigh 100g. Arrange in a single layer, keeping a few back
for the top.
6. Open the tins of mandarins, drain and lay on top of the biscuits
7. In a large bowl, whip the double cream until soft peaks form then spoon this over the
mandarins.
8. Grate /shave the chocolate into a dish
9. Crumble over the top of the cream with the reserved amaretti biscuits and decorate with
the chocolate
Eat and enjoy – Sharon Ingham
Answer to Joke 1 on p4
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DISCOVERING OLD MINSTERWORTH
vv

A SELECTION OF HISTORICAL SNIPPETS PUBLISHED IN THE VILLAGER
BETWEEN 2003 AND 2021
BY TERRY MOORE-SCOTT

As part of the Jubilee celebrations, the Parish Council funded the provision and distribution
of a copy of this book to each household in Minsterworth with the June Villager. We have
been delighted with the response!
For almost 20 years, Terry has been contributing a series of written pieces to The Villager
covering all aspects of Minsterworth’s history – more than 70 of them at the last count!
Villager readers hopefully appreciated these at the time, but it is perfectly understandable
that when the new issue appears most people dispose of the last one, and with it disappears
the written article.
Terry says though, that he keeps getting queries from people indicating that interest in what
these ‘historical snippets’ contained has not gone away and also there is an increasing
number of new arrivals to the village community who have no knowledge of these past
publications at all. With this in mind, Terry compiled a new small book entitled ‘Discovering
Old Minsterworth’, containing a selection of past ‘snippets’ which he judges to be most
pertinent to understanding the history of our village and how it came to be as it is.
We have received a few requests for additional copies. These are available from Terry priced
£5-00.
Our thanks to Terry for the huge amount of work that has gone into this production. We
hope that you will enjoy reading it. We have a lovely history and should be proud of our
Village!
Roger Blowey

A big thank you to the volunteers who distribute The Villager each

month, with special thanks for getting out June’s edition with
Terry Moore-Scott’s ‘Discovering Old Minsterworth’ book
alongside. A much heavier Villager delivery, sorry distributors, we
couldn’t do it without you!
Katie, Distribution Manager
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Queen’s Jubilee Legacy Project
The series of silk paintings created to celebrate the Queens Jubilee are
now complete.
Members of the art group and enthusiastic villagers were guided
through the silk painting process by art tutor Jackie Cox and although all involved in the
project were a little nervous about the process, they thoroughly enjoyed being part of the
project and seeing the end result.
The paintings reflecting images of The Village Hall, St Peters Church, The Harvey Centre and
The River Severn are now hanging proudly in the café.

Well done to everyone involved – a fantastic achievement!!
Continued on p13
The Harvey Centre, Main Road Minsterworth, Gloucester, GL2 8JH
Charity number: 311648
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Continued from p12

The Harvey Centre, Main Road Minsterworth, Gloucester, GL2 8JH
Charity number: 311648
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The Women’s Tour
Wyn Parry

Another exciting event for Minsterworth as The Women’s Tour cycle race came through the
village on Wednesday 8th June. It is an international event of 17 teams with 97 riders and this
was Stage 3 of a 6 Stage event. This was the first time it has been held in Gloucestershire,
starting in Tewkesbury and winding its way through the Forest of Dean and back to Gloucester
107.9 Kms (67 miles).

As they passed through the village the leading
group was headed by Kristen Faulkner (USA) of
Team Bike Exchange.
Over the last 9 kms however she was beaten in
the final sprint by Lorena Wiebes (NED), Team
DSM.
Stage 4 was 144.7 kms (90 miles) touring
through Wales - Wrexham to Welshpool. Stage
5 was in South Wales with (2 seconds separating
the top three riders!). Stage 6 ran from Chipping
Norton and finished in Oxford. The whole event
covered an astonishing 736kms (458 miles) over
the six days.
Continued on p15
14

Continued from p14

At the end of 6 days’ racing the final yellow jersey
was sensationally taken by the Italian, Elisa Longo
Borghini (Trek – Segafredo).
Let’s hope this isn’t the last time we see a
significant sporting event gracing our village. The
Tour of Britain regretfully won’t be coming
through the village but Stage 6 on 9th September
2022 won’t be far away. Starting in Tewskesbury
going through the Cotswolds and South
Gloucestershire finishing at Gloucester Docks –
one for the diary!

The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of
their dreams. -Eleanor Roosevelt
What do you call a
French guy in sandals?
Answer on p22
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Historic July
1 July 1838
9 July 1877
2 July 1910

15 July 1857
25 July 1814

Charles Darwin presented a paper to the Linnean Society in
London, on his theory of the evolution of species and natural
selection.
The inaugural Lawn Tennis Championship was played on top
of the croquet lawns at Wimbledon, Spencer W Gore taking
the men’s singles title.
British pilot Charles Stewart Rolls, 33, died after his French
built biplane crashed at a flying competition in Bournemouth,
Dorset. He was a partner in the Rolls-Royce car
manufacturing company.
200 British men, women and children are chopped up by local
butchers and thrown down a well at Cawnpore, as the Indian
Mutiny continues.
The chief engineer at the Killingworth colliery, George
Stevenson, unveils Blutcher, a steam powered locomotive
that can haul eight carriages loaded with 30 tons of coal at
the break-neck speed of 4 mph.
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Gardening by the Severn
Sharon Ingham
This month we are visiting Caroline and Richard Walker’s delightful cottage garden.

How big is your growing area?
My garden is long and narrow. I don't know how large it is exactly, but I have divided it into four
different areas.
At the far end of the garden there is a play area next to the
vegetable patch and a large chicken run. Then as you walk back
up the garden, through an old wooden gate, you reach a small
area where I have my little greenhouse, a few pots with seasonal
bulbs and very small pond. Moving nearer the cottage we have
the main flower bed. Finally, adjoining the cottage we have four
original pigsties and a patio. The pigsties were renovated last year
and restored to their former glory and are a real feature of the
garden.
When did your love of gardening start?
My love of gardening started when we moved to this delightful
village, Minsterworth. I have never had the opportunity to do
gardening before having always lived in new houses where the soil
is usually poor.
What significant changes have you made to the garden since you
bought the property?
The garden has completely changed. When we moved here four
years ago it had been left to grow wild. Large areas were hidden
from view due to the mass of high brambles and weeds. I have
planted all the many shrubs and trees. I grow my own summer
bedding plants and vegetables. The pigsties have rather than pigs,
pots and baskets filled with flowers.
Is there a significant person / gardener who has influenced your ideas in the garden?
No. The garden doesn't seem to have a theme, although I know
it’s fashionable to do so. I have my own desire for colour and
flowers. My colour palette is every colour in the rainbow! I do,
however, admire Sarah Raven and her garden.
You grow a variety of things. How do you decide what to grow?
I select plants or seed if they look pretty and are bright and
cheerful. I will try and grow things myself.
Continued on p19
18

Continued from p18

Which plant/flower could you not live without and why?
I love dahlias and lupins. However, I do have trouble growing lupins in my garden.
Do you have a favourite part or area in your garden?
My favourite part of the garden is the patio. I can sit in
the early morning and see my pig sties and my flower
beds. I love to photograph it through the year and see
what is doing well and what is not.
Which garden open to the public would you
recommend everyone should visit?
I try and go to as many gardens as I can. There are so
many beautiful ones to see but one of my favourites is
Kiftsgate Court.
Thank you for sharing your garden with us Caroline
and Robert.

19

Minsterworth & District
Royal British Legion
Remembrance is taking time to appreciate the people who put service before self on
our behalf and in defence of this country explained Catherine Davies, the R.B.L.’s Head
of Remembrance.
Military History
1974 1950 2014 1943 1545 1949 1970 -

July 1st
July 3rd
July 4th
July 10th
July 19th
July 30th
July 31st

Princess Anne becomes chief Commandant of W.R.N.S.
First Strike by R.N. carriers in Korea
Naming of H.M.S. Queen Elizabeth
Invasion of Sicily
Mary Rose sinks
H.M.S. Amethyst forces her way from the Yangtze
Last tot of rum issued by R.N.

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday July 13th at 7pm in the Legion Room.
Please come and join us.
TERRY BOURNE – PRESIDENT
MINSTERWORTH & DISTRICT R.B.L.

Minsterworth Reading Group
Paula Ruffley

Minsterworth Reading Group meets the first Wednesday of each
month.
On 6th July we will review Open Water by Caleb Azumah Nelson.
In June we read Balthazar Jones and the Tower of London Zoo by Julia Stuart, her 2nd novel.
The Queen has decided that all the animals that have been given to her as gifts are to be
moved from London Zoo to the Tower of London. This wasn’t a new idea as the ‘man from
the palace’ explained to Balthazar Jones (a Beefeater who works at the Tower) that animals
had been kept at the Tower from the 13th century until the 1830s and the menagerie had
been an immensely popular tourist attraction. The Queen is anxious not to offend the foreign
rulers who have sent her the exotic animals and Balthazar, a collector of rare raindrops and
the owner of a very ancient tortoise, is charged with taking care of them in the new royal
menagerie at the Tower.
By the end of this book many readers were thoroughly absorbed into the world of the Tower
of London, with all the irritations of living within circular walls, and the Lost Property Office
of London’s Underground where Balthazar’s wife Hebe works.
Although at its heart this is a story of grief, loneliness and miscommunication, thanks to
Stuart's light touch and gift for warm, dry humour, it is also a delightful gem of a novel, filled
with absurdity, hilarity and poignancy in equal measures
20
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• You miss 100% of the
shots you don't take.
• If you want to be
happy, be.” – Leo
Tolstoy
• “Fortune favours the
bold.” – Virgil
• “Time is money.” –
Benjamin Franklin
• Whoever is happy will
make others happy
too. - Anne Frank
Philippe Phloppe
Answer to joke on p15
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Minsterworth 200 Club

The result of the June draw was as follows:£50
No. 070
Pam Robinson
£20
No. 065
Ian Gobey
£10
No. 093
Morris Hamlin
Thank you to all who have renewed their subscriptions for the new 200 Club year. Each year
there are vacancies to fill, and this time we have 3 vacancies. Should you like to become a
member, or indeed wish to have an extra number then please contact Liz Savage on 750401.
There is an annual subscription of £12 and an annual prize of £100 plus the monthly prizes as
shown above.

Whist Drive
Six complete tables at the June whist drive resulted in £65 for Church funds. As always,
thank you to all who helped in any way. The next whist drive will be on July 4th 7.30pm at
the Village Hall.

Church service times and flower rota
Date
3rd July
3rd July
10th July
17th July
24th July
31st July

Time
11am
5pm
11am
11am
9.30am
10am

Service
Family Service
Evening Worship
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Flowers
Sharon Ingham
Sharon Ingham
Sharon Ingham
Jo Stait
Jo Stait
Jo Stait

*Holy Communion – Five Churches Together – at Taynton

Thank you

On the 22nd May at the end of the church service I was presented with a ‘book’ which
contained kind comments from various people regarding my service at the church. This was
given in appreciation of my work as Sacristan, the duties of which I have been doing over the
last 10-12 years. I wish to thank all who contributed to this book and especially to Anne
Cowdrey who I understand was the instigator of it. Gerald.

HELPFUL COMMUNITY LINKS
Minsterworth Neighbourhood Watch – join by emailing

64lettie@gmail.com

Parish Council website – agenda, minutes, councillors etc
www.minsterworthparishcouncil.org.uk/
Village Hall website

www.minsterworthvillagehall.org

Minsterworthmatters facebook website – news, local produce etc
www.facebook.com/minsterworthGlos/ join App by texting Roger Ingham on
07525330364 immediate village interests
St. Peter’s Church

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14101/
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Welcome to Minsterworth
Village Hall
Why not plan your next event with us?
The village of Minsterworth can be found on the
A48 to the west of the city of Gloucester, on the
north bank of the River Severn nestled between the
Cotswold Hills and the Forest of Dean.

At the heart of the village is
Minsterworth Village Hall.
This website is for Minsterworth
Village Hall activities, clubs and events.
www.minsterworthvillagehall.org
e-mail minsterworthvh@gmail.com

Tel: 01452 750492
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