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Dear readers, 
 

We’re entering advent, see p5 for what that’s all about and we’re obviously revving 
up for the busy Christmas period. Christmas Cake decorating is on 2nd Dec on p28, 
the Christmas Fayre at the Village Hall is on 4th p3 and how to make a Christmas 
wreath is on 7th Dec p4.  
 

A summary of Christmas services at St Peter’s is on p6, suggestions of some wines 
to enjoy at Christmas on p20 and two seasonal recipes to try on pp10 and 19.  
 

Finish off with a word search on p31 while digesting Christmas dinner and maybe 
think about something to read later on p24. Don’t forget to put a candle in the 
window from 18th to 24th December to Lighten Our Darkness p8. 
 

Plus, all our regular features so plenty to keep you occupied! 
 
Paula 
 
 
 
All items for consideration to:- 
Paula Ruffley, Editor The Villager   
Tel: 01452 751226  
 
Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items nor the content of advertisements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KERBSIDE RECYCLING DEC 2021 
GREEN & BROWN bin & caddy   BLUE bin & caddy 
(landfill)   (garden)    (recycling) 
 

  Tuesday  7    Tuesday 14  
Tuesday  21    Tuesday 28  

             

Please put your recycling bin & caddy out by 7am. 
 

E-mail:  
thevillagerminsterworth@gmail.com 
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      Minsterworth Village Hall 

Christmas Fayre & Coffee Morning 
   Saturday 4th December 10am-2pm 

Pop along for unusual & unique Christmas gift 
shopping at: 
 ‘Made in Minsterworth’ home-made produce 

 Applebee Wood turning & infant clothing 

 Sarah Liv McHale Fine Art 

 Minsterworth Photography Club 

 Epic Jewellery 

 Flamingo Paperie 

 Verzenay Candle Company 

 Flo & Vi recycled artworks 

 Glittery Sparkly Resin 

 The Heartfelt Artisan 

 Mimi’s Vintage 

 Handmade Marks……..plus other stalls selling baby 
wear, bunting, toys, jewellery, decorations and cards 

 Home-made refreshments available too 
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MAKE YOUR OWN  
CHRISTMAS WREATH 

OR TABLE ARRANGEMENT 
 

TUESDAY 7TH DECEMBER  
AT 7.00 P.M. IN 

MINSTERWORTH VILLAGE HALL 
 

IN AID OF MINSTERWORTH VILLAGE HALL  
AND ST PETERS CHURCH 

 
 

BRING YOUR OWN FOLIAGE, SCISSORS AND DECORATIONS 
(A SUGGESTED LIST OF ITEMS TO BRING WILL BE PROVIDED  

UPON BOOKING YOUR PLACE) 
 

HELP/GUIDANCE WILL BE GIVEN THROUGHOUT THE EVENING 
AND YOU WILL TAKE HOME A LOVELY WREATH/DECORATION 

 
£9 TO INCLUDE WREATH BASE AND A DRINK/MINCE PIES 

 
 

TO BOOK CONTACT: 
JULIE FISHER 01452 750562 
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What’s Advent all about? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the Church in the west Advent is the period of four weeks and Sundays before Christmas. 
Advent means 'coming' in Latin. The period of Advent is primarily for Christians to prepare for 
Christmas – the birth of Christ. 
 

There are three meanings of 'coming' focused upon in Advent. Primarily it is when Jesus came 
into the world as a baby to live as a man and die for us. Secondly it is in the here and now, as 
Christians believe that Jesus wants to come into our lives and change us into his image. And the 
third will happen in the future, when Jesus comes back to the world as King and Judge.  
 

This period of meditation is marked by some through fasting and is reflected in the 
contemplative nature of the Church services and Advent Carols - in contrast with the celebration 
of Christmas Day and Jesus’s birth. 
 

The Advent Wreath 
Traditionally the candles in the advent wreath are lit on each of the 4 Sundays to focus on 
different aspects of the Christian Story: 
 

Week 1  The patriarchs of the Old Testament – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.                                                                                                                                                                                         
Week 2 The prophets who foretold the coming of Christ.                                                                                                                     
Week 3 John the Baptist – who prepared the way for Christ. 
Week 4         Mary – Jesus’s virgin mother.  
 

The central candle is lit on Christmas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth and the salvation he offers to 
all people. 
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19th December   5pm  Meet at the Harvey Centre 
     for processional carols    
    followed at about 5.20pm    
  by Christingles in the        
 Church. 
24th December  11.30pm Midnight Communion 
25th December  10am   Family Carols 
28th December  5pm  Candle-lit Carol Service 
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Minsterworth & District 
Royal British Legion 

 
 

We were able to hold our meeting on November 10th. We had many suggestions for our 
annual R.B.L. day out visit which we will hopefully decide upon soon.  
 

We do not meet in December so our next meeting will be held on January 12th at 7pm in 
the Legion Room. You are very welcome to join us and discuss the actions of your branch. 
 

A very happy Christmas to you all. 
 

Military History 
Dec 8th 1914  Battle of the Falklands 
Dec 10th 1941  HMS Prince of Wales and Repulse sunk 
Dec 13th 1939  Battle of River Plate 
Dec 12th 1962  Raid on Limbang 
Dec 26th 1943  Scharnhorst sunk 
 

 

Terry Bourne 
President 

Minsterworth & District R.B.L.  

 

 

Behind every great man is a woman rolling her eyes. 
 

Jim Carrey 
 
Progress is man's ability to complicate simplicity. 
 

Thor Heyerdahl 
 
I believe that if life gives you lemons, you should 
make lemonade... And try to find somebody whose life 
has given them vodka, and have a party. 
 

Ron White 
 
When we ask for advice, we are usually looking for an 
accomplice. 
 

Saul Bellow 
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KEEPING IN CONTACT IN THE VILLAGE 
 
One of the best ways of keeping in contact is just having a bit of a chat, but sometimes that’s 
not easy, and anyway it’s a slow way of distributing news. We have three well tried systems: 
 

WhatsApp – Minsterworth Matters Group. If you are not on and would like to join, please 
message Roger Ingham on 07525 330364.  
 
Mailchimp – a Village email system for longer messages, and for those who don’t do WhatsApp 
if you would like to join, please email me at rogerblowey@hotmail.co.uk and I will get you signed 
up. 
 
The Villager – this is YOUR magazine, and if you are organising an event for the Village, all 
notices and adverts are free. Contact the editor on thevillagerminsterworth@gmail.com  
 
The other way that you can find out what’s happening is to look at the websites of the: 
Parish Council www.minsterworthparishcouncil.org.uk and the 
Village Hall www.minsterworthvillagehall.org  
There is lots of useful information on both. If you look at The Welcome Leaflet on the Parish 
Council website there are contact details for various activities in the Village. 
 
 

LIGHTEN OUR DARKNESS 
 
FOLLOWING on from the idea raised in the November Villager, it would seem 
that the week commencing: 
 

SATURDAY 18th DECEMBER 
until 

FRIDAY 24th   DECEMBER 
 

would be a good time for the lighting of our candles, and round about 5 pm 
each evening if that is convenient. 
Please feel free to display your light in a glass jar or any other flame-resistant 
container you would like to use. 
I hope to contact as many households as I can beforehand so that any queries 
can be raised and would like to thank you all for your interest and enthusiasm. 
 
 

Liz Duff 
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DECEMBER FISH & CHIPS 
  

Thursday 9th December 2021 
  

at the Village Hall 
Serving from 5pm to 8pm 

  
For menu etc see www.madewithoutgluten.co.uk 

  
This will be the darkest serving of the year, so bring a torch and wrap up well. 

I bet the chips will taste good in December! 
  

Fish and chips will continue every second Thursday of the month thereafter until further notice 
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 Vegetarian Christmas Roulades 
 

Sun dried tomato roulade and spinach roulade together on a plate look so festive and they 
make perfect vegetarian Christmas party food; easy to make in advance. Make lots, they 
vanish at speed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(toast them by cooking them in a dry saucepan until they start to colour slightly and give off a 
lovely toasted scent) 
 

Instructions 
1. Grease and line with baking parchment two 30cm x 20cm baking trays 
2. Preheat the oven to 180°C 
3. Separate the eggs placing 6 egg yolks into one bowl and 6 into another, the whites can 

all go into one large bowl together 
4. Add the spinach, garlic, nutmeg and spring onion to one bowl of egg yolks, add some salt 

and pepper and combine. 
5. Add the sun-dried tomato paste to the other bowl of egg yolks and combine 
6. Whisk the egg whites until they form stiff peaks then divide them equally between the 

two bowls 
7. Fold in gently with a metal spoon until well combined but still fluffy 
8. Spread the spinach mixture in one tray and the tomato mixture in the other, gently 

spreading it out until it fills the tray 
9. Pop it in the oven for 15 – 20 mins until set. Allow to cool completely 
10. Peel the baking paper off both roulades and lay each on a piece of cling film 
11. Put the black-pepper Boursin into a small bowl and add enough cream to make it 

spreadable 
12. Spread the black-pepper Boursin over the spinach roulade leaving a small border all 

around the edge (about ½cm) 

Continued on p11 
 
Continued on p11 
 
 
 

 
 

Ingredients 
12 Eggs 
200g frozen spinach thawed and 
chopped 
2 cloves of garlic crushed 
2 spring onions finely chopped 
½ tsp freshly grated nutmeg 
2 tbsp sun-dried tomato purée 
75 g Black Pepper Boursin 
4-6 tsp single cream 
50g light Boursin with Garlic and Herbs 
salt and freshly ground black pepper 
2 small tomatoes 
1 small red onion very finely chopped 
4 walnuts toasted lightly and finely 
chopped 
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Continued from p10 

13. Sprinkle sparingly with the finely chopped red onion and the ground walnuts 
14. Using the cling film to help, roll the roulade up as tightly as you can, wrap it in the cling 

film and pop it in the fridge 
15. Spread the garlic and herb Boursin over the sun-dried tomato roulade, top with thinly 

sliced tomatoes, roll it up as above, wrap it and pop it in the fridge 
16. Chill the roulades for at least an hour before slicing and serving 

www.thinlyspread.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They can be frozen after cooking and before rolling, defrosted completely, filled and rolled or 
just freeze them as finished slices, defrost thoroughly and serve. 

A New Form of Nitrous Oxide 
Roger Blowey 
 

Unfortunately, we have got used to seeing the silver nitrous oxide canisters discarded by 
‘inhalers’ in laybys, bus shelters and along the side of the road. There is now a new and 
larger canister starting to appear, the Smartwhip cream expellant. This contains 580g of pure 
nitrous oxide in one can. 

 
 

If you see any of these, I would be grateful if you would let me know.  
 

Surprisingly inhalation of nitrous oxide is not illegal, nor is driving 
having inhaled the gas. Apparently, the half-life (= the persistence of 
the drug in the body) is so short that it is all expelled within a few 
seconds.  

"So this bloke says to me, 'Can I come in your house 
and talk about your carpets?' I thought, "'That's 
all I need - a Je-hoover's witness.'" 
 
"I think animal testing is a terrible idea - they 
get all nervous and give the wrong answers." 
 
"When I was a kid, I used to pray every night for a 
new bike. Then I realised that The Lord doesn't work 
that way, so I stole one and asked him to forgive 
me."          Peter Kay 
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Father Christmas around the world 
Paula Ruffley 
 
 

Santa’s original antecedent was St Nicholas, a Greek priest who was born around 280CE. 
Nicholas, heeding Jesus’s words to "sell what you own and give the money to the poor" spent 
his inheritance helping the needy, the sick, and the suffering, and dedicated his life to serving 
God. 
 

In this country, of course, Santa has traditionally been depicted as a portly, affable gent with 
red clothes and a long white beard - an image powerfully reinforced by millions of Christmas 
cards, Coke adverts, festive films and department store Christmas grottos. From Ded Moroz,’ 
(or ‘Grandfather Frost’) in Russia to Italy’s Befana, an old woman often portrayed as a witch 
who delivers gifts to children on Epiphany Eve (January 5), to Iceland’s thirteen jólasveinar or 
‘Yule Lads’ (imagine the dwarves from Snow White) it’s more complicated than just Santa. In 
the Netherlands Sinterklass is preceded by his helper Swarte Piet (Black Pete) on 5th December 
handing out sweets and gifts to children (a tradition now often seen as racist). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some 20 airliners, from scores of countries, land in Santa Claus village in Finland every day. Such 
is Santa’s lasting appeal that many of the visitors are from countries that don't even celebrate 
Christmas. The largest single group of visitors are Chinese, who come without their children 
because there are no school holidays this time of year in China. 
 

Mexico, with its sundry gift-givers, has figures such as El Niño Dios (literally Child God), Santo 
Clós, and Los Reyes Magos ('Three Wise Men').  In Poland, a gift-giving figure known as 
Gwiazdor (or 'Starman') is associated with Christmas. Italy, in addition to Befana has Babbo 
Natale (‘Father Christmas’), in Germany, there’s a version of Santa called Der Weihnachtsmann 
(‘Christmas Man’) and Denmark, has Julemanden ('Yule-Man' or 'Christmas Man') rooted in 
Danish folklore. How confusing! What about countries with minority Christian communities?  
 

In India, Santa delivers presents to kids from a horse and cart. in South Korea, where Christians 
make up between 25%-30% of the population, Santa might well dispense with his red costume 
and wear blue instead. In Nigeria, people believe in Father Christmas and light up these things 
called ‘knockouts’ and ‘banga’, which are like fire-crackers. They always spend all the money 
they get/have and cook and share food in the neighbourhood. Sounds familiar! 
 

Whatever the language, whatever the country, it doesn't seem at all likely in the foreseeable 
future that the old fellow's obituary will need to be written. 
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Naming Ceremony 
Oliver Jack Franklin 

 

The ceremonial naming of a child has a long tradition. It establishes their identity and is 
celebrated in different cultures and religions throughout the world.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ceremony consisted of the welcome, where the guests, parents, guide parents and wider 
families were welcomed, and their roles and responsibilities were briefly outlined. The naming 
The ceremony consisted of the welcome, where the guests, parents, guide parents and wider 
families were welcomed and their roles and responsibilities were briefly outlined. The naming 
followed, where Oliver was gifted the different elements of his name by family members:  
 

Oliver – Gifted by his parents as a name they chose to take him through all of the parts of his 
life. 
 

Jack – Gifted by his maternal grandfather on behalf of his late Nanna Jacqueline 
 

Franklin –  Gifted   by  his   paternal   grandmother on behalf of his  grandfather who  was 
unable  to  attend, as a family  name passed from father to son  and now to grandson. 
 
 

 

The purpose of a naming ceremony is to present the new 
child to their community. It ensures that the child is part 
of a community; and places the child under the protection 
of those present. 
 

On the 24th October, we were proud to name Oliver Jack 
Franklin with his friends and family present to welcome 
him. It was lovely to have many friends from 
Minsterworth present as well, to represent the 
community he is lucky to be growing up in. 
 

 

 

Continued on p14 
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Continued from p13 
 
After the naming, the ceremony included promises made by us as his parents and by the 4 
guide parents. This was followed by the signing of a commemorative certificate.  
 

One of my favourite readings included in the ceremony was entitled “When you thought I 
wasn’t looking”: 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking 
I saw you hang my first picture on the refrigerator, and 
immediately I wanted to paint another one. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you 
feed a stray, and I learned that it was good to be kind to animals. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you 
make my favourite cake for me and I learned 
that the little things can be the special things in life. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you 
make a meal and take it to a friend who was 
sick, and I learned that we all have to help take care of each other. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you 
give some of your time and money to help 
people who had nothing and I learned that 
those who have something should give to those who don’t. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you 
take care of our house and everyone in it and 
I learned we have to take care of what we are given. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw 
how you handled your responsibilities, even 
when you didn’t feel good and I learned that 
I would have to be responsible when I grow up. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw 
tears come from your eyes and I learned that 
sometimes things hurt, but it’s all right to cry. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw that 
you cared and I wanted to be everything that I could be. 
 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I learned 
most of life’s lessons that I need to know to 
be a good and productive person when I grow up. 
 
 
Continued on p15 
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Continued from p14 
 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I looked 
at you and wanted to say, “Thanks for all 
the things I saw when you thought I wasn’t looking.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We enjoyed a catch up with family 
and friends after the ceremony and 
had some lovely photos taken by 
talented local photographer 
Ross P Wilson 
www.rosspwilsonphotography.com   
 
Thank you to everyone who attended 
and made it such a special day. 
 
Ceri & Ross, School Cottage 
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 Minsterworth 200 Club 
The result of the November draw was as follows: - 
 

£50       No. 034    Pat Knight 
 

£20       No. 107    Sharon Ingham 
 

£10       No. 011    Julia Pritchard 
 
Whist Drive 
There were a few more people at the whist drive in November making just under 7 tables, which 
was encouraging.   Thank you to all who help prepare the whist evenings and to those who help 
clear up afterwards.  The next whist drive will be on Monday 6th December - traditionally we try 
to make the December drive more festive.  If you would like to support the evening but do not 
play whist, then any gift of festive prizes would be appreciated.  If you would like to donate a 
prize, then please contact Liz on 750401. 
 
Church service times and flower rota 
 

Date Time Service Flowers 
5th December 11am Family Service No flowers 
5th December 5pm Evening Worship No flowers 

12th December 11am Holy Communion No flowers 
19th December 5pm  Christingle Service No flowers 
24th December 11.30pm Holy Communion Group 

flowers 
25th December 10am Family Service Group 

flowers 
26th December 10am  Benefice Holy 

Communion 
Group 

flowers 
28th December 5pm  Candlelit Carol 

Service 
Group 

flowers  
    

 
The Benefice service is at Minsterworth church 
 
 

 

“A life spent making mistakes is not only more 
honourable, but more useful than a life 

spent doing nothing.” 
— George Bernhard Shaw. 
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A big thank you 
 

Afternoon tea for eighty? Yes, eighty of our wonderful villagers and two spectacular fairies, came 
to see the Harvey Centre and to celebrate the beginnings of Centre’s life in the community. It was 
a lovely warm atmosphere to catch up with old friends and to make new ones too. We had 
delicious sandwiches and cakes and lots of tea and coffee all provided by generous volunteers.  
 

There was plenty of time to look around the Centre and ask for the things villagers would like to 
happen there. We will be working on all your suggestions for wellbeing, lifelong learning and 
educational activities. This is your Centre, run by local people for the benefit of us all. We 
welcome all helpers and ideas. 
 

We have already started the Friday morning Art group and the Monday evening Tan House Choir. 
This week begins the regular Tuesday morning Play Date. The Community Café is now open every 
Wednesday morning for you to drop in. Book and DVD Exchange happens every Wednesday and 
Friday morning. Don’t miss out on the “bring and share” friendship lunch on the last Sunday in 
the month. 
 

There are still things to do at the Harvey Centre. The children’s area is still in need of 
refurbishment, and the café area needs a lot more work. We are hopeful that we will be able to 
have a grand opening next year with most, if not all, of this completed and operational.  
 

Thank you to everyone who worked to make the day so enjoyable.                                             
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The fairies meet some of Minsterworth’s younger residents  
at The Harvey Centre 

St Peter’s Minsterworth 
 

 

As I’m sure many of you will know, St Peter’s has been without a permanent Minister since the 
Rev Steve Taylor retired a year ago. However, we have been supported brilliantly by the Rev Ali 
Mepham, whose official title is “Senior Interim Minister”. 
 

For the last 20 years St Peter’s has been part of the Westbury Benefice made up of 
Minsterworth, Westbury, Flaxley and Blaisdon which has been supported by a part-time Priest-
in-Charge. Our neighbouring Highnam Benefice (Highnam, Tibberton, Rudford and Taynton) has 
also been overseen by a Minister with a .66 post (just over 2/3 of a full-time post). 
 

Following a process of prayer, listening and conversation, the Diocese has agreed to the 
appointment of a full time Priest-in-Charge who will minister across the existing Highnam 
Benefice and Minsterworth.  The Parochial Church Councils are preparing a profile for this post 
and it is hoped a small team from across the parishes led by Bishop Robert Springett, the Bishop 
of Tewkesbury, will interview candidates in the middle of February 2022. 
 

Ali continues to support Westbury, Blaisdon and Flaxley as they work to discern what the future 
shape of Ministry in their parishes might look like. 
 
Jo Stait and Anne Cowdrey 
 

 

 

Thomas & his Uncle Jonathan discuss the 
Harvey Centre with the fairies 

Olly relaxing in the 
fairy’s arms 
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Sausage and apple stuffing 
 

Leeann Brazil 
 

The perfect side to accompany a roast dinner with whatever meat you’re having, especially 
lamb! You can make this dish the day before, just keep in the fridge and don't bake in the oven 
till it's needed. 
 

2 red onions sliced  
1 small Bramley apple, peeled cored and diced  
800g of Cumberland sausages with skin removed  
Handful of chopped sage  
50g butter 
140g brown breadcrumbs 
 

1. First, fry the onions with butter  
    until softened and pale in colour. 
2. Add the apple and sage to the onions and cook on low for ten minutes. 
3. Next season to taste and allow to cool. 
4. Once the mixture is cool, add sausage meat and breadcrumbs and thoroughly mix to ensure 

combined.  
5. Use to stuff the neck of a bird or pack the mixture in a bread tin 
     and bake for 30-40 minutes at 1800C 
6.  Finally, once browned on top and cooked through, drain off any fat. 
7.  Slice and serve. Feel free to top with delicious gravy. Enjoy! 
 

 

A chubby snowman 
- Anon 

 

A chubby little snowman 
Had a carrot nose. 
Along came a bunny, 
And what do you suppose? 

 
That hungry little bunny 
Looking for some lunch 
Grabbed that snowman’s nose 
Nibble, nibble crunch! 
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Majestic £15.99 

Tanners  
(Hereford and 
online) 

£11.80 

Tivoli  
(Cheltenham 
and online) 

£10.99 

Majestic £14.99 

Waitrose £15.99 

Waitrose £17.99 

 

Fancy a different wine for Christmas? 
 

Calixte 5’ Cremant D’Alsace – Grape: Pinot Blanc – France  
Cremants from different regions of France are great value 
sparkling wines made in the champagne style. This one is dry, 
showing apple and pear flavours and is a delight. 
La Petite Ferme – Sauvignon Blanc – South Africa 
Move over New Zealand – this wine has real character with 
aromas and flavours of grapefruit, gooseberry and a softness 
that gives real length and freshness to the wine. 
Alamina – Pinot Noir - Romania 
Made by an Englishman in Romania this is the result of 5 years 
of effort and is worth every penny. Flavours of red cherry and 
red plum with a richness and smoothness that allows it to be 
drunk on its own or with a meal. 
Thymiopolous – Xinomavro – Greece  
Pronounced ‘Zin-o-mav-ro’ this grape variety produces 
fantastic wines and yes, it’s from Greece which is producing 
some serious high-quality wines. Quite big with flavours of 
black plum, fragrant and very drinkable. 
Antinori – Sangiovese/Cabernet Sauvignon – Italy  
An excellent blend from Tuscany with ripe red and black berry 
fruits, sweet spices and well-integrated oak. Velvety and 
plummy on the palate with juicy dark fruits, liquorice and 
cloves. One to try and enjoy… 
Chateau Musar Aana – Cinsault/Grenache/Cab. Sauv. – 
Lebanon  
A very well-respected winemaker from not the most obvious 
country in the world for serious winemaking but they make 
highly regarded wines influenced by the southern Rhone 
delivering spice and deep red fruit. 
*Prices above are full list price and most likely can be bought on offer. 

 

Simon Ruffley 
 

How many times have we been on holiday, ordered a 
bottle of wine with our meal and thoroughly enjoyed the 
wine even though we perhaps haven’t been too familiar 
with what wine we were ordering? The choices may be 
daunting these days, but I would argue there are always 
moments to go and try something new – is this one of 
them? 
 

Those who came to the wine tasting on 19th Nov will have 
taken the opportunity to taste the wines I’m going to 
introduce below. We’re going around the world to 
introduce wines that can certainly be enjoyed over the 
Christmas period with family and friends… 
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Celebrating our 16th Anniversary on 1st December 2021! 
 

Where to start? ….. I’m not sure where those years have gone; they have certainly flown by.  
Paul and I bought the business 16 years ago with no previous retail experience, just a desire to 
provide excellent customer service and value-for-money products.  The business has grown 
considerably over the years and new products added as a result of listening to what our 
customers want.  We try to provide a wide range of products to save you time and fuel. 
 

We really appreciate the support of local people and we in turn support as many local 
businesses in the Forest as we can. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike, Colin, Matt, Tracey & Ryan.  We keep Paul at home on the farm looking after our much-
loved herd of dairy cows. 
 

I am proud that we remained open throughout the COVID lockdown and managed to keep 
ourselves and our customers safe – undertaking deliveries and fulfilling telephone orders for 
collection, etc. 
 

A recent addition to the shop is the Forest of Dean Candle Company making fragranced candles 
hand-poured on site by our daughter, Eira and myself. 
 

Wishing you all a peaceful and happy Christmastime from Ursula, Paul, Eira, Mike, Colin, Matt, 
Tracey & Ryan and a healthy 2022. 
 
Ursula 
Farm & Country Store 

 

Many friendships have developed over the years, and we are 
always happy to take time to chat; as farmers ourselves we 
appreciate the issues facing the agricultural industry today. We 
have shared both happy times and sad times; laughed and cried; 
but thankfully mainly laughed and appreciated the support we 
have been given over the years. 
 

Even after all these years, people still call into the shop who 
have been driving by every day not realising the wide range of 
products we stock.  If you are one of them, then why not call in 
and have a wander around to see what the shop has to offer.  
There’s plenty of parking and a warm welcome is guaranteed. 
 

We would be nothing without the amazing full and part-time 
team that works hard to provide excellent customer service - 

Alice, the boss 
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HISTORICAL SNIPPETS AROUND MINSTERWORTH 
 

I’ve just come by a copy of this advertisement which comes from a commercial directory for 
Gloucester published in the late 1800s. The top part of the page has an advert for Charles E. 
Wells who is described as a wholesale cider and perry grower of Minsterworth, adding that his 
products are available ’In bottles and twenty-eight-gallon casks and upwards’. Wells’ name 
appears in other directories about this time: in 1879, he is described as ‘farmer and overseer’; 
and in 1889 as ‘farmer and cider and perry grower’. And the farm Wells occupied was Elm Farm 
(then also known as The Elms), surrounded by fruit orchards which he would have farmed. 
Many villagers in Minsterworth at this time would have had the means to grow apples and 
perry pears and to produce their own cider, mostly for their own consumption. But Wells is 
primarily a commercial grower who sells his product wholesale to the trade.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So far so good. But what makes this piece a little more interesting is that there is a direct 
connection between this same Charles Wells, farmer and cider grower of Minsterworth, and 
H. G. Wells the famous author and founder of modern science fiction (1866-1946). Charles’s 
brother Herbert Wells was the father of H.G. and the story goes that in the summer of 1886, 
he sent the 20-year-old H.G. down to his uncle in Minsterworth to get his somewhat rebellious 
son away from the distractions of student life in London. H.G. appears to have found life in 
Minsterworth rather dull. He wrote to a friend: 
 

‘This is a beautiful lonesome land; consequently, vast opportunities for work; but no bacca to 
be got in the district… not a good-looking girl to be got here… and no gallavanting!’  
 

But at least there must have been plenty of his uncle’s cider on hand to keep his spirits up! 
 
TMS 
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Minsterworth Village Book Club Review 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The choice this month was The Woman in the White Kimono by Ana Johns. 
Japan 1957 young Naoko Nakamura has a marriage arranged for her which 
will secure her family’s status in their Japanese community. However, she 
falls in love with an American sailor, becomes pregnant and is cast out in 
disgrace. 
 

In present day USA Tori Kovac finds a letter in her father’s possessions after 
his death that takes her on a journey of discovery that leads her to Japan 
and completes the story. I suggest you read it for yourselves to see how 
such a journey grew from a true happening when the letter was discovered 
and then evolved into “The Woman in the White Kimono.” 
 

Minsterworth book group is intrepid and after the news that many 
people could not make it in November Ruth valiantly set up Zoom at 
the last minute. 
 

Discussion concluded that it was a sad story, that we do not know 
much about Japan and its society, but we had to keep reading as 
events unravelled and it was perhaps a mirror image of life not that 
long ago here. This book is an elegant testament to the tenacity of 
hope. 
 

This month we are reading ‘Hamnet’ by Maggie O’Farrell which we 
will review on Wednesday 1st December. 
 

Meetings are always the first Wednesday of the month. 

 

 
 

 

WALKERS PLEASE DON’T WEAR 
 DARK CLOTHES 

 

when walking on the lower lane 
 

EARLY & LATE when it’s DARK 
 

Motorists don’t want to run you over 
 

When they CAN’T SEE YOU in black! 
 

A frightened Minsterworth driver 
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Advances in publishing along with fashions saw the card develop. Various methods of 
embossing came about with cards printed featuring lace. Angels looking over sleeping 
children was a popular theme, along with Father Christmas, robins etc.  Cards depicting the 
Nativity and Mary and the Baby Jesus also became popular. In the USA Hallmark cards 
established in 1913 became the first commercial seller, and made good business during the 
Great War years when soldiers were able to send greetings home from the front. Interestingly 
UNICEF became the first charity to introduce the card as a fund-raiser back in 1949. While 
the Post Office started Christmas stamps in 1966.

Minsterworth Creatives 

History of the Christmas Card 
Sarah McHale 
 

In researching this month’s article, I can’t help but wonder where the last 12 months have gone? 
Seems it was only a couple of months back we were looking at artists who embrace the festive 
season in their work! This year it’s a look at the history of the Christmas card, and is it just me 
that wonders what with the exorbitant cost of postage fewer people will be sending them? Such 
a shame. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

a shame. The first Christmas card 
was officially sent in the UK in 1843, 
a collaborative effort between Sir 
Henry Cole and his artist friend John 
Horsley who designed the card. They 
were sold for a shilling each which 
seems a lot of money to me. 
Interestingly Cole worked for the 
Public Record Office (now the Post 
Office) and was trying to encourage 
more ordinary folk to use its service. 
However,  research reveals  that the 

very first card was actually sent in 1611 by Michael 
Maier to James 1 of England including the words "A 
greeting on the birthday of the Sacred King, to the most 
worshipful and energetic lord and most eminent James, 
King of Great Britain and Ireland, and Defender of the 
true faith, with a gesture of joyful celebration of the 
Birthday of the Lord, in most joy and fortune, we enter 
into the new auspicious year 1612". 
 

From 1860 cards began to be printed more cheaply and 
thus became more available. Postage costs dropped in 
1870 (what??) and postcard Christmas cards became 
popular. Along with Prince Albert introducing the 
tradition of the Christmas tree from his native 
Germany, and Dickens writing ‘A Christmas Carol’, the 
commercialisation of Christmas had begun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advances in publishing along with fashions saw the card develop. Various methods of embossing 
came about with cards printed featuring lace. Angels looking over sleeping children was a 
popular theme, along with Father Christmas, robins etc.  Cards depicting the Nativity and Mary 
and the Baby Jesus also became popular. In the USA Hallmark cards established in 1913 became 
the first commercial seller and made good business during the Great War years when soldiers 
were able to send greetings home from the front. Interestingly UNICEF became the first charity 
 
 
Continued on p27 
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 Continued from p26 
 

to introduce the card as a fund-raiser back in 1949. While the Post Office started Christmas 
stamps in 1966. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

something our house enjoys immensely. 
 

And for more information, there’s an excellent article on: www.vam.ac.uk (The Victoria and 
Albert Museum). 
 

And I never tire of this link, I posted it last year but always worth another look with the younger 
members of the family: www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZrf0PbAGSk  
 
Happy Christmas Minsterworth! 
  

 

Today’s cards are multi-themed from the 
religious to the secular. From the cute to 
the humorous. Along with charities, many 
museums and galleries have started using 
works in their collections. I’m guessing 
many people now send digital cards? I do 
hope, whatever the costs, the tradition of 
the actual card will continue. Receiving a 
card through the door, knowing the design 
has been carefully chosen, accompanying 
words that wish us  all  the  very  best  for   
Christmas   and   the    coming    year    is  

 
What did the grape say when it got crushed? Nothing, it just let 
out a little wine. 
 
I want to be cremated as it is my last hope for a smoking hot 
body. 
 
I had a crazy dream last night! I was swimming in an ocean of 
orange soda. Turns out it was just a Fanta sea. 
 
A crazy wife says to her husband that moose are falling from the 
sky. The husband says, it’s reindeer. 
 
I don’t trust stairs because they’re always up to something. 
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GHOST STORIES: WHY THE VICTORIANS WERE SO 
SPOOKILY GOOD AT THEM 

The Guardian 

Curl up by the fire and I'll tell you a ghost story. Don't be alarmed by the creak of the floorboards, 
the murmurs in the basement, the shrill ululations of a distant dog. Try not to be perturbed by 
the flickering candle, the fleeting shadows, the hairy hand that appears at your elbow. Something 
moved? There's a face in the brickwork? A murderer, long ago, was buried in the cellar? Stay 
calm. Breathe deeply. The ghosts of Christmases past are gathering. 
 

Christmas Eve was traditionally the time to tell scary stories round the hearth. And 19th-century 
writers were fearsomely adept at exploiting a world of creaking floorboards, creepy servants … 
and gas lamps that caused hallucinations. 
 

 
 

It was the Victorian era, of course, when ghosts 
proliferated most obviously in fiction – as well as on 
stage, in photographs and in drawing room seances. 
Before the start of Victoria's reign in 1837, the health of 
the genre was thought to be failing. But by 1887, when 
Mary Louise Molesworth wrote The Story of the 
Rippling Train, her character Mrs Snowdon was 
bemoaning ghosts' prevalence. "One hears nothing else 
nowadays," she said, and in the pages that followed, 
she would hear yet another, about the phantom of a 
beautiful woman who had appeared after being terribly 
burnt in a fire. 

A ghostly 19th-century story illustration by 
FS Coburn.  

beautiful woman who had appeared after being terribly burnt in a fire. All this interest in ghost 
stories was sparked by the new rise of the periodical press. Move over Charles Dickens… 
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Many thanks to 
Sam Richards for 

his generous 
donation of a 
Christmas tree 

for the village. 
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Welcome to Minsterworth 
Village Hall 

 

Why not plan your next event with us? 
 

The village of Minsterworth can be found on the 
A48 to the west of the city of Gloucester, on the 

north bank of the River Severn nestled between the 
Cotswold Hills and the Forest of Dean. 

 

At the heart of the village is 
Minsterworth Village Hall. 

 

This website is for Minsterworth 
Village Hall activities, clubs and events. 

www.minsterworthvillagehall.org  
e-mail minsterworthvh@gmail.com  

Tel: 01452 750492 
 


