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Dear readers,

Get ready for the Christmas Fayre pl3, sing loudly at the carol concert p15 and enjoy
Simon’s Wine Tasting (& pay the Village Hall using the QR code!) p18.

Almost forgot, Fish & chips and Film night Thursday 13" November. Please ring Rita on
07775 778323 on Tuesday with your order p4.

Paula

All items for consideration to: -
Paula Ruffley, Editor The Villager E-mail:

Tel: 07905 6594612 thevillagerminsterworth@gmail.com
Deadline for submissions is ALWAYS 10th of the month before the magazine
is published, so for November it’s Friday 10th October or can be
a few days later by arrangement.

Responsibility is not accepted for the accuracy of submitted items
nor the content of advertisements.

KERBSIDE RECYCLING November 2025

GREEN & BROWN bin & caddy BLUE bin & caddy
(landfill)  (garden) (recycling)
Tuesday = Tuesday 1
Tuesday 18 Tuesday 25
Please put your bin & caddy

out the night before

[



'_l(/t‘\)W’-\ . h 07801 740 516

Chimney Sweeps Ltd 01594 862 976

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Go q[s__- nb'ﬁnn

howats sweeps

07976896255
adamshayletreeservices(@outlook.com

adamshayletreeservices.co.uk

n Fully Insured & Qualified ©



EVENTS AT MINTERWORTH VILLAGE HALL
Lots of things planned for the Village Hall, so please make a note in your diary.

Tuesday 4 November — The A 417 "Missing Link’, by Carolyne Ferguzon of Keir construction. See
pictures of Crickley Hill over the years, and hear how the Air Balloon roundabout is to be replaced by a
whole new intersection within the new cutting. Tickets from V Hall website or text 07768 451071

Thursday 13" November - fish and chips and film night. Contact Rita on 07775 778323
Saturday 15" November — wine tasting evening. ‘A Taste of Portugal’. Tickets on z3le from the Village
Hall Webszite

Saturday 297 November — Christmas Fayre. 10am to 2pm. Book your table on Village Hall website

For Hall queries e Brian Billi m on 01452-750492 or email
bookingminsterworthvh @btinternet.com

VDS
Charting the future
of Minsterworth

Residents are invited to a meeting at the
Harvey Centre

Wednesday 19th November, 7.30pm
Objectives of the meeting:
1. To zet in motion the formation of the Steering Group to oversee all sspects of the project *

2. Agree the terms of reference for that group

3. Seek nominations for, and appoint, up to nine members of the Steering Group, to include 3 Chairman,
vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.

4. Consider requirements or additional volunteers from the community prepared to participate in the
project, not least workshop groups looking at individual aszpects of the project’s work, and volunteers
for zpecific tasks like leaflet celivery or event setting up.

* After which the existing group will step down. ‘“" wopk
MAKES THE

Tes and coffee on arrival at 7.15, ready for 7.30pm start



The Virgin Gardener 2
Cen Franklin

Continued from the October edition

This year we've used 2 4 bed system: Bed 1 -
Runner and dwarf french beans, Bed 2 - Broccoli,
purple sprouting broccoli and sprouts, Bed 3 -
Tomatoes and pumpkins, Bed 4 (a larger L shaped
bed) - Sweetcorn, carrots, parsnips, aubergine,
cucumber and leeks (inter planted with radishes
and salad leaves). We've also enjoyed a selection
of fruit which was planted last year induding
raspberries, tayberries and gooseberries. The
blueberries, blackberries, redcurrants and
blackcurrants decided they didn't feel up to

producing anything much this year!

The herb spiral has always been on my garden wish list, so Ross was again set to work with a
detailed plan (which he mostly followed) and we've enjoyed the best supply of basil I've ever
seen (all grown from cuttings from a Tesco potted basil plant!) | may need to bulk produce
pesto to cope with it before the end of the season.

Given my complete lack of any knowledge or skill, I've been pleasantly surprised by how much
I've enjoyed the process of seeding, transplanting, watering, feeding, pruning and finally
harvesting and eating everything we've grown. A shout out to Jen Franklin (my mother in law)
is needed at this point for the valuable advice and practical guidance when Facebook failed
me or when it just turned out I'd been a bit of an idiot. Apparently just because the packet of
tomato seeds had 200 in it, it's not advisable to plant the lot!!!

My Ie greens

So we're coming to the end of our first growing season and it's been such an experience albeit
a steep learning curve. | grew far too many tomatoes and cucumber. I've tried every way of
preparing, cooking and preserving cucumbers. | can strongly recommend not going to the
trouble of juidng them! I'm sure my insides were grateful for it, but my taste buds were
definitely not! Would | recommend it? Absolutely. It's a fabulous community resource and I'm
excted to share the ongoing journey next year with new tenants as the remaining plots get
taken up and put to use.

"Give a3 man a fish, he eats for a day. Teach a woman to garden, and the whole
neighbourhood gets zucchini” (or in my case, cucumbers!).
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Minsterworth Parish Council (MPC) October 2025
Roger Blowey
This article is a summary of selected issues discussed at the Minsterworth Parish Council (MPC)
meeting and does not represent the full minutes of the meeting, which will be available on the
Parish Council website.
Public Comment — 5 residents attended the PC Meeting. A further request was made for action
on the state of Bury Lane. Suggestions made included all affected residents reporting the issue on
‘Fix My Street’, or phoning Highways to get someone to come and look. The PC will also follow up
the matter.

County Councillor Report Unfortunately Clir Sarah Hands was again unable to attend the meeting.

Borough Coundillor Report Clir Jill Smith reported that TBC had approached Severn Trent to
ensure that the issue of raw sewage being discharged into The Severn is addressed asap. The
improvements to M3 junction 10 are to go ahead, in preparation for the large housing
development in the area. Flood polices are to be updated. Clir Smith is to bring new members of
TBC on a tour of the Village to familiarise them with issues.

Clerk’s report. The PC needs to supply deeds confirming ownership of land to allow drainage
access over a strip of verge on Calcotts Green. The PC IT policies need be updated. Thersistobe a
Community Led Planning session organised by GRCC. This is to replace local NDP's. The PC
website has been updated, but a review of existing PC policies is still required.
Planning
1. 24/00714/FUL - permission for replacement of stable block and conversion of garage. MPC
were still concerned about lack of drainage details and increasad traffic. it is also outside
of the settlement boundary. Further details were to be requested.
2. 25/00383/FUL - additional house behind the Apple Tree Inn. Further information
regarding drainage was to be requested
3. 5106 requests — 25/00603/0UT. If this development goes ahead, the PC has been asked
how the Section 106 money should be spent. Suggestions incduded renovation of ‘The
pPound’, upgrading the play equipment in the park, and renovating the football pitch
changing rooms, although the latter would involve the land being leased by the PC

Highways — The delay to improvements to the A48 (central islands etc) was apparently due to the
materials not arriving. Hopefully it will be done by the end of the month.

Bus Shelters — Ivy is growing into some bus shelters, risking damaging the tiles etc. A small
working group of Clirs was set up to address the issue

Village Playground — Most of the points raised at the recent safety inspection have now been
resolved. The longer term lease for the playground still needs addressing. Insurance regarding
children using The Park is to be checked.

Village Greens - Calcotts Green has been chain harrowed, the weed collected and disposad of,
and grass seed planted. This should result in a substantial improvement next year. Some of the
new fruit trees on Ham Green may need additional support.

Next Parish Council Meeting — Monday 10™ November 2025, 7-00pm at Minsterworth Village Hall.



HOLOER E SONS LTD
GLOUCESTER 01452 521 905

MINSTERWORTH GARAGE
MAIN ROAD GL2 8JG

SOLID FUEL
FIREWOOD & LOGS
RAILWAY SLEEPERS

ROAD HAULAGE & DISTRIBUTION
HAULAGE CONTRACTORS
LOGISTICS
LOCAL & NATIONAL SERVICE
24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE

TRANSPORT@MBHOLDER.CO.UK

THE SILVER FOX
CAFE

A48
Broadoak
Newnham-on-Severn
Glos. GL14 1JB

OPENING TIMES

y Spm DA

SUNDAY CARVERY 12 -3 pm

Internal and external seating

TEL: 01452-877831

The Silver Fox Cafe

KS OF THE MIGHTY RIVER SEVE
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VETERINARY GROUP

Our highly qualified team offer veterinary and nursing
care 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for all companion
animals including exotics
Long established farm animal service offering expert
and professional service.

Fantastic facilities, Dental suite and onsite Laboratory
Contact us to discover more about our Pet Health Plan
and Puppy Parties

Opening Hours

Monday-Friday 8am to 7pm
Saturday 9am to 1pm
Emerjency Out of Hours 24/7

Contact Us

Tel: 01452 543990
woodvets.co.uk

24/7 Animal Hospital
125 Bristol Road
Quedgeley
Gloucester

GLZ 4ANB

Branch Practice

83 Windermere Road
Longlevens
Gloucester

GL2 0LZ

..,»é.-l"fl L




The A417 missing link

6-30 FOR 7-00PM TUESDAY 4® NOVEMBER 2025
Minsterworth Village Hall

An evening talk by Carolyne Ferguson MCIPR

Most of us will have queued at The Air Balloon at the top of Birdlip at some
point in our lives — its even possible that The Romans queued when it was called
Ermin Street! Carolyne Ferguson from Kier Transportation will discuss the
building of the new 3.4 mile stretch of dual carmageway to be opened 1n 2027,
and explain how the roads from Sevem Springs and Cheltenham will feed into
the new section. Its fascinating what 1s being done!

Tickets (£5-00) are available online at https://www. minsterworthvillagehall.org/events-

coming-soon.html or from rogerblowey@hotmail_co.uk, or text 07768 451071.
PLEASE get vour tickets in advance, preferably on-line. because we would like to know

how many are coming for organisational purposes
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AJM Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd
With over 30 years' experience and Fully Insured

Call ALEC
Mobile 07904-377667

Call Sue

Office 01452-830649
{Weekdays 9am - 2pm)|
o mail office@ajmpandh.couk

* Bathroom Installations * Heating Installations
* Kitcheninstallations * Hot Water Cylinders
* Boiler Servicing * LGSR's

* Gas, Oil, LPG and Solar * Power Flushing

* General Plumbing * Small Building Work

Gas Safe Registered 213177 Oftec Registered C5320

4= ELECTRICIAN

www.gloucester-electrician.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small job?

+ Extra Lights and Sockets ¢ EICRs
+ New Fuseboards ¢ Electric Heaters
+ New installation + Additional Fixtures
+ Smoke Alarms +Free Quotes
+ Security Lighting
Fault Finding and Repairs Satisfaction Guaranteed

I will assure you of a quick response and a reasonably priced service...
Call Darren on (01452) 831016 or 07739825645

¢ Cookers and Fans ¢ Garden Lighting E



AVENUE

Avenue Cars, Browoed, Gleucester, GL19 364 T 01452 526 131 £ et @averaccars com

DRIVE YOUR DREAMS AT

| AVENUECARS.COM

USED VANS USED CARS SELL A CAR

Aedable sfordabie ol pefect Quaably s Cors of allrdidie Get 129 casholers o par!
$o your Butrets noeds prces. vested serwee and 5509t or 1beatable vl
& wide shectin PRt ekiy ardrebade

ABOUT US

IOV  UPGRADE YOUR VEHICLE TODAY!

s o' Gennesied Bring this vouoher along and gl an exra €190 adced
o your parl-sachoeng e walee

By Visit us soday and enoy even raatar savings on seur
VISIT AVENUE CANS TODAY e

S sabafed ourlorsers whe faasd thar perfect

0 Cars. Engry enoeiona servioe, rbex e Suesue Cese 1 AV'ENUE

SOEs, i O e sty Of sehlies

Gloucester OL193tH ——CARS——



Put this date in your diary for the

winsterwerth Village Hayy

WL

& CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Saturday 29" November

10:00am to 2om

Contoxr Goedon Towlar foe moee 1nfo
MVHgordonminsterwoth co

»-‘-r-:- &
WEDHBINGS . BUFYETS C DISNNER PARTIES . HOG ROASTS . WARES  DINNER OAND DANGES
Exquisite Food for Every Occasion

South West Cacering is a Jocal family run business based in Minsterworth with over 30 years'

experience, creating exquisite food for every occasion, However big or small, relaxed o formal, we
are bere to help turn your vision in o reality.

@ www.southwestcatering.co.uk © 07801597010
@ southwestcatering@btinternet.com
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WEDDINGS AT HATHERLEY MANOR

From the moment you arrive at Hatherley Manor Hotel & Spa, you will recognise that it is

1 very special wedding venue with an individual style and character of its own

HATHERLEYMANOR COM WEDDINGS@HATHERLEYMANOR.COM | 01452730217

[HE FAIRVIEW
GARDENER

A cendre for qardeare

not o qurden cenlre

01452 750436
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Church Dates
Whist Drive

Thank you to all who supported the whist drive in October. There was an attendance of just over
6 tables, with a result of £100 for church funds. Now the darker evenings are here how about
coming along and enjoying a friendly evening of cards. The next whist drive will be on Monday 3™
November, starting at 7.30pm.

Minsterworth 200 Club

The result of the October draw was as follows:-
£50 No. 030 Dave Cherrison

£20 No. 103 Mike Preston

£10 No. 136 Harold Symonds

Church service times and flower rota

Date Time Service Flowers
2™ November Spm Evening Worship Sue Parry
9" November Sue Parry
16™ November 9.30am Holy Communion Alison Raeburn
23 November 10am Benefice Holy Communion Alison Raeburn
30™ November 9.30am Advent Breakfast No Flowers

Benefice Service*

* The Advent Breakfast with mformal communion is at Highnam

St Peter's Church, Minsterworth are holding their Carol Concert on Sunday 7th December at
17.00. All Welcome.

PO Glos City Mission — Charity helping the homeless in Gloucester
Gloucester City Mission: Supporting the homeless in Gloucester with shelter,
i * J food, clothes and recovery programmes. Offering aid, transformation and
growth.
www_gloscitymission.org.uk

15



¢ The Harvey Centre,

he A Minsterworth - Trustees
"a'cmere' Wanted

The Harvey Centre is a developing community
hub, situated In the old primary school, in the heart of Minsterworth,
providing space and support for local groups, activities, and events, We are
looking for two new volunteer trustees to join our small, committed team
and help guide the Centre’s future, in accordance with the centre’s
objectives. The Harvey Centre, complements and works alongside the
Church and Village Hall.

As a trustee, you'll help shape how the Centre develops and serves our
community — ensuring it remains welcoming, sustainable, and vibrant for
years to come.

We welcome applications from people of all backgrounds and experiences.
You don't need prior trustee experience - just an interest in community life
and a willingness to contribute your time and ideas.

We’re especially keen to hear from people with skills or experience in areas
such retail, community event organisation, grant applications, facilities
management, but anyone with an interest in helping is very welcome.

Trustees meet every few months, with additional involvement as needed
for projects and events.

If you'd like to know more or express an interest, please contact:

Roger Ingham lan Brook Rita Garbutt
rogeringh net, lan@TheForge.re | garbuttrita@gmail.com
07525330364 07557681880 07860716997

We welcome all helpers and volunteers to help further our plans to make
Minsterworth an even more welcoming and active community.

16



Your local, friendly, family-
run store. Easy access and
plenty of parking.
Opening Hours:
Weekdays: 8:30a.m. - 5:00p.m.

Saturday: 9:00a.m. - 1:00p.m.
Closed Sunday & Bank Holidays

¥ WWWLAMANCCOUNTIYSTONS.CO.K Food, bedding and
healthcare products for
Special offers on seasonal farm animals, horses, pets
plants, 40 & 60L compost, and birds - garden &
topsoil, farmyard ornamental.

manure, grow bags and

‘ Local eggs, juices & honey.
ericaceous compost.

Stockist for the delightful
‘Cherry Tree' jams, curds

Patio, P
MLy REOPADG.A: and chutneys.

Butane gas.
From brooms & buckets

to wheelbarrows, wellies
& waterproofs, we're here
to help.

A wide range of Nature's
Menu frozen and ambient
pet food as well as a
super new range of dog
chews &
boredom breakers.

We are on the A48 @ Elton Court, just outside

Westbury-on-Severn.

«® 01452 760511



Wine Tasting Evening at MVH

Saturday, 15" November 2025 at 7:00pm

S

MINSTERWORTH CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

All sizes of tree available, from 3ft to 20ft
Free delivery on all trees; available from the last weekend in November
The Coach house Minsterworth, GL2 8G, from 8-00am to 7-00pm
Or phone Luke on 07786 612290

(Minsterworth is grateful for trees donated to the Church, Harvey Centre and Village Hall)
18



TIDAL POWER FROM THE RIVER SEVERN
Roger Blowey
What a superb talk we had from Nigel Costley on Friday 10™ October! Harvesting the
energy from Tidal Power is not a new idea. There are already systems in operation in
France and Korea, and if a full Severn Barrage was installed, it could generate 6% of the UK
electricity each year, equivalent to three nuclear reactors. Construction costs would be
high, but once installed, it should have a long future, longer than nuclear power for
example. The effects on the environment need to be carefully assessed. There is predicted
to be a huge increase in electricity demand for Al (artificial intelligence) systems. Copies of
a booklet ‘Severn Estuary Commission Recommendations’, published in March 2025, were
distributed. There are a few copies left - if anyone would like one, please text 07768
451071.

La Rance, France T
EDF Tidal Power Plant \,&\___/
S

* Dpened in 1964 '
¢ 240 MW, ~130,000 howsaholds

¢ 24 turbines

MINSTERWORTH FOOTBALL PITCH BACK IN USE

Roger Blowey

The Village hall are pleased to announce that the football pitch is
soon to be back in use. It will be used on selected Saturday and
Sunday mornings by junior teams from Highnam Football Club, and
we are aware that several Minsterworth juniors are playing at
Highnam anyway. It has a been a significant amount of work getting
the pitch ready. We are especially grateful to Ian who has amazingly
renovated the 1970°s Ransome mower for us, to Bob for moving
heavy items like the mower and the old goal posts, to the Dowding
family for both cutting and rolling the pitch, and to various Vv Hall
Committee members who have helped with mending the shed and
doing a deep grass cut to try to get rid of tufts of grass. Its amazing
how well the area has greened up in the three week period between
1an trying out the Ransome mower at the end of August and my cut
with a garden ride on in mid-September!

We are aware that a few residents use the area for dog walking. with
the pitch due to be used more frequently from November onwards, it
is VITAL that all dog mess is picked up please.




1)Main Hall:Tan House Choir

Weekly between 7.00 to 9.00pm

Slnglng Contact Rita Q1452 750128 to join or find out move ous:
TUES 1Memory Café Tuesday 11.00am = 1.30pm, monthly, Next Café,
@ Tuesday 11" November 2025. Safe space for dementia patsents, their
Q partners, famdies or carers ta enjoy coffee, crafts and lunch. New
“memory membaers welcome. Contact Rita 01452 750128
carfe 2)Main Hall: Pilates for Wellbeing Weekly, Two sessions
between 5.30pm & 8pm. Leave your detalls and the team will then
contact you to arrange. Contact D1452 234005
WED Drop-in
: Community Cadé  Every Wednesday, between, 10,30 am to 12,30pm
Community | bt drink for £2 5005
Café & so 2)Sew, Crochet, Knit & Natter 11.30am Every third Wednesday,
h 15" Nov Comtact Anne 07745414185 to find out move
muc Ubrary, Books and Audio exchange available free
more! 11.30am to 12.30pm extensive range of novels
4)Main Hall: Strength, Balance and Mobility Class
Weekly from 10.30 to 11.30am Contact 01452 234005
THURS 1)Community Shed Contact /lan 07557681880 to join in or find
Communlty owt mare. Weekly, drop-in sessiors, from 10am
2)Main Hall: Crafternoons Contact Roger 07525330364 or book
Shed & onlne for more details
cra ft Monthly, between 2-4.30pm
+ 27" November The Beginning of Book Making
workshops £20} see advert on p21 to book
FRI 1)Main Hall: Art for Wellbeing with Paul Fisher

E"’

Weekly, Fridays between 10am 1o 12n00n. Autumn Art

£12 weelly for a block booking in advance or £15.50 adhoc sessions.
Next block 7%, 14", 217, 28" Now, 5" & 12 Dec.

Mixed media. All abikties welcome to join us.

Contact Sharon 07889188790 far mare detais

Art 2)uib k/A itable for
11.00- 12 noon extensive range of nowels

SAT IIMaln Hall: Dog Training by appointment contact 07973613241

SUN Y Aim

30" November 2.00-3.30pm £15 Please book an 07963365523




RS CRAFTERNOONS

at

Centre

The Harvey Centre
' Minsterworth, GL2 8JH

Online Booking Is Open
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FEEE

Thursday 27" November 2.00-4.30pm

The Beginning of Book
Making. £20 including all
materials and
refreshments

Using lined paper and Jor plain
cartridge paper, you'll make books — folded books, stab bound books
and pamphlet sntch books.

Any problems booking please telephone Sharon on 07889198790

Villager magazine is going Digital
We are pleased to announce that we are offering the opportunity of transitioning from
paper to a digital format! Paper copies will remain an option for those who prefer. By
going paperless, we're reducing waste, contributing to a greener planet and making The
Villager more financially sustainable. If you choose this option, starting from January 2026,
you will receive an email link each month that will take you straight to the magazine.

What You Need to Do To Go Digital: Send an email to KtPanting@gmail.com, giving your
name, and the full name / number, and address of your home including postcode.
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Minsterworth Reading Group

Away With the Penguins by Hazel Prior - Helen Few

This novel is about a strong-willed 85 year old lady called Veronica. She
appears to have lived a privileged life, now retired with ‘millions’ to live on.
However, we learn through her teenage diaries that her life was far from easy,
and why she is obsessed about shutting doors. After employing a private
investigator to try to find her son, she finally meets her long-lost grandson she
didn’t know she had. Their relationship starts prickly, gradually evolving into
understanding and appreciating one another much better. Veronica finds
herself following a weekly television programme about

penguins, giving her the ‘impossible’ idea of visiting the scientists studying the
Adélie penguins in the Antarctic — much to everyone

else’s distress! Not a realistic proposition, but dramatic licence to allow us an L -
insight into the world of an Antarctic Research Laboratory. =t

I loved that we learnt a great deal about penguins and the effects of climate
change on them. Veronica already ‘does her bit’ by picking up litter on her
daily walks, but now realises that her money could be put to good use for the
future_.. more to follow as this is now the first of a series. This book is about
love, loss and relationships, moving and amusing in equal measure, and most I -

bt

Hazel Prior

Oﬁw \K itle h:f.’g ¢

of us enjoyed it. On Wednesday 5* November we’ll discuss Olive Kitteridge by "5112,&-.3 .' ' -
Elizabeth Strout.

oVER FARy,

o 1988 My

For more than four decades, Over Farm been serving the lovely people of
Gloucestershire. During that time we’ve expanded our services and are proud to
welcome visitors 1o our award-winning Farm Shop, Café, family Farm Park, Venue
Barn and Pick Your Own experience. See you soon?

OVER FARM COUNTRYSIDE OVER FARM
MARKET ADVENTURE OVER BARN PYO

farm.co.uk n

WwWww.over

Q Ov 3 er. G | G DB
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HELPFUL COMMUNITY LINKS

Minsterworth Neighbourhood Watch — join by e-mailing 64lettie@gmail.com
www.minsterworthparishcouncil.org.uk

www.minsterworthvillagehall.org.uk — booking, recent events
Village Hall phone number 01452 750492

www.facebook.com/MinsterworthGlos/

St. Peter’s church — www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14101/services, etc

Minsterworth Matters WhatsApp — join by texting Roger Ingham on
07525330364 immediate village interests

Harvey Centre — events, bookings, contact via email Harv ntre23 ail.com

b
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SERVICING, REPAIRS, MOT'S AND CAR SALES

Here at TL Automotive we are a friendly and trusted independent garage
dedicated to providing sensational service to you and your vehicle.

Lianthony Industrial Estate, Tel: 01452-524234
Uanthony Road info@2mautomotive.co.uk
Gloucester GL2 SHL www.tlhautomotive.co.uk

Our special offer for The Villager
We will collect and then return your car for servicing and repairs free of charge

MB Foot Care

Foot Health Practitianar

Foot care in the comfort of your own home
Call 07562-750261 or e mail hello@mbfootcare.com

Nail Cutting Nail Filing
Hard Skin Removal Corn Management
Fungal Nails Nail Thinning



